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PENNY-WISE is like a fine wine it gets better as it grows older. This parti- 

cular issue contains lots of goodies. We're sure that you'll find a lot of interesting and 
informative articles along with many worthwhile comments from your friends and fellow 
members. And P-W is proud to inaugurate a new first ! Turn the pages and gaze upon a 
new numismatic marvel: the Cross Number Puzzle, devised especially for P-W by Rod 

Burress and edited by John D. Wright no prizes for your answers to this. .... but it 

will tax your memory and test your knowledge of Sheldon and Newcomb. 

John Wright has furnished us with the answers to the Penny Quiz of our November 
issue, and these are offered for your edification. Ned Bush's Photo Quiz received a lot 
of favorable comments, and P-W will continue to feature this column as copy is made 
available. Unfortunately, as of this date, March 1, when P-W was sent out for mimeo- 
graphy, Ned's write-up on his first Photo Quiz and the answers had not yet been re- 
ceived. Ned reported to the Editor that he had received 27 replies by February 21 and 
still more were arriving daily. We expect to carry his full report and a new Photo Quiz 
in our May 15 issue. 

We're happy to include with this issue Charlie Funk's Index for Volume III. We're 
sure that you'll find the Index an easy way to refer back to previous articles. 

John Wright has decided to combine his "Notes on the Tammany's" with the Breen 
revision, and the first part of this article will be featured in a subsequent issue. 

We welcome your letters, comments, and articles and we hope that you will con- 
tinue to keep us well supplied with additional material for future issues. All material 
should be mailed to EAC Headquarters, 174 Maplewood Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey, 
07040. 

If you haven't paid your dues, please remember that they are now due and payable 
to EAC. Send your check to William J. Parks, 1109 East Colonial Drive, Orlando, 
Florida 32803. Help us to save the time and postage of billing you by mailing your 
check today ! 

Just in case you've forgotten, the officers of EAC are: 


President 

Herbert A. Silberman 

(N. J. ) 

Vice-President 

Robinson S. Brown, Jr. 

(Ky.) 

Secretary 

J. Robert Parson 

(Ga.) 

Corresponding Secretary 

Warren A. Lapp, M. D. 

(N. Y. ) 

Treasurer 

William J. Parks 

( Fla. ) 


Have fun ! Enjoy yourself ! 

THE EDITORS 
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MORE ON OLD-TIME COLLECTORS AND DEALERS 
Warren A. Lapp, M.D. 

DR. M. W. DICKESON (1812-1882), a numismatist of some fifty years experience, 
was a graduate of the Medical College, University of Pennsylvania, after which he served 
as a surgeon in the Mexican War. As a geologist, mineralogist, and archaeologist he 
possessed considerable talent. At various times, he served in important positions in dif- 
ferent parts of the United States, engaged in geological research. He had an extensive 
knowledge of the American Indians and of mound relics. In 1859 he published his 
AMERICAN NUMISMATIC MANUAL which contained considerable material on early Indian 
barter items. The book became a best seller, and subsequent editions appeared in 1860 and 
1865. It no longer is considered authoritative due to more recent research, but it contains 
some very interesting plates on odd and curious moneys. Dr. Dickeson died suddenly at 
the age of 70 on April 14, 1882 at his home in Philadelphia. 

DR. EDWARD MARIS, the Quaker physician, was born near Chester, Pennsylvania 
on March 15, 1832. His father, Jesse J. Maris, was for many years the President of the 
Delaware County Bank. 

After his graduation from Jefferson Medical College in 1856, Dr. Maris associated 
himself with the Philadelphia Dispensary for sixteen years before he became a private 
practitioner in Philadelphia. 

Dr. Maris was especially interested in collecting coins, and over the years he ac- 
quired a comprehensive collection of Colonial pieces, especially the New Jersey cents 
about which he subsequently published a book. He loved the U.S. large cents, and he is 
best known by large cents and for the descriptive and unique names with which he dubbed 
each variety. Later, he began to collect early American currency and historical coins, 
acquiring a notable collection which illustrated Biblical history. Shortly before his death, 
he became interested in South American coinage. 

Dr. Maris was much beloved by Clapp, Hines, Newcomb, and Wurtzbach, the so- 
called "Big Four of the Big Cents"; and the Chapmans had a deeper affection for Dr. 

Maris than any other large cent collector. It was Dr. Maris who was instrumental in 
getting Henry C. Hines interested in starting a large cent collection. 

Dr. Maris, besides being a recognized numismatic authority, also developed a notable 
collection of autographs. One of his most valuable items was the original charter granted 
by William Penn to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. He acquired the document at a 
sale in London, but he never disclosed its purchase price. 

Dr. Maris was a member of the American Numismatic Society and the American 
Archaeological Society. He served for years as Treasurer of the Friends' Select 
School; and he was active as a member of the Friends' Indian Committee, which had 
charge of an Indian reservation in New York State. 

He was a worthy member of the Society of Friends and wore the broad-brimmed hat 
and quiet attire of the Quakers throughout his life. In his conversation and correspondence 
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he adhered to the "thee" and "thou" familiar to his sect. He had a prominent Roman nose 
and a strong-featured, shaven face. 

He lived simply in a commodious home at 1106 Pine Street in the old residential sec- 
tion of Philadelphia. He actively pursued his profession as a physician; but he was ever 
on the watch about town for coins of interest, and in his quiet way he dealt largely in them. 

Dr. Maris died at his home in June, 1900 after a short illness, leaving his widow; 
a son, Alfreds.;, a daughter, Mrs. George Y. Wood; and four grandchildren. 

SYLVESTER S. CROSBY, one of the best known numismatic authorities in America 
during the 19th century, was born in Charlestown, New Hampshire on September 2, 1831. 
He was the last of eleven children born to the Rev. Avazaniah Crosby, who served for 
over fifty years as pastor of the Charlestown Congregational Church. 

Sylvester S. Crosby was a watchmaker by trade, and he operated a shop at 43 
West Street, Boston for many years. Besides watchmaking and numismatics, he also 
specialized in archaeology, astronomy, and the culture of mushrooms. He was the 
author of two authoritative and extensively illustrated works on American coins: "The 
Early Coins of America" and "The United States Coinage of 1793 - Cents and Half 
Cents". 

He was an honorary member of the ANA, and he held membership in the ANS, the 
Boston Numismatic Society, and the New England Archaeological Society. 

Crosby was twice married but had no children. He lived for forty years at 21 
Sacramento Street, Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he died "of stomach trouble" on 
August 18, 1914. He was buried in Lexington, Massachusetts. 

EBENEZER GILBERT, JR. , a well-known coin collector and the author of several 
authoritative books on cents and half cents, was born in Stamford, New York in 1835. 

He grew up in Catskill, N. Y. , later moved to New York City where he died on 
January 10, 1922 at the age of 86 years, 6 months. He left a widow, a daughter, and 
several grandchildren. 

CAPTAIN ANDREW C. Zabriskie, of 34 West 53rd Street, New York City, was 
born in 1852. During his lifetime he was prominent in New York State's National 
Guard and he held several political offices. He was an enthusiastic collector of coins 
and medals for nearly all his life. He was a prominent member of the ANS for forty- 
two years and its President in 1908. In 1909 Zabriskie's collection of American coins 
and medals was sold at auction in Philadelphia by Henry Chapman. Zabriskie died at 
his country home, Blithewood, at Tarrytown-on-the-Hudson, New York on September 
15, 1916 at the age of 64. 

CAPTAIN JOHN W. HASELTINE was born in 1838. He served as a Captain in 
the Union Army during the Civil War; and for many years afterwards, was active in 
the affairs of the G. A. R. He became a well-known numismatist and a leading dealer 
in coins and stamps in Philadelphia. Henry and S. H. Chapman began their numismatic 
careers as his employees. Haseltine addressed the ANA Convention in Philadlphia in 
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1908 and was elected at that time to honorary membership. He died at the age of 87, of 
the infirmities of old age, at his home in Oak Lane, Philadelphia on February 28, 1925. 

He left a daughter, Mrs. Marion H. Richards of Crawford, New Jersey and a widow who 
was the daughter of William Idler. Idler had long been a collector and dealer of coins 
in Philadelphia, and had issued a number of tokens for himself including one which was 
a replica of the Maryland cent. 

THEODORE J. VENN lived at 4647 North Lincoln Street, Chicago, Illinois. For 
many years he was in charge of the proofroom at the Chicago Inter-Ocean , later served 
for another twenty-two years as an employee in the proofroom of the Chicago Tribune . 

Venn was a member of the ANA and contributed a number of articles and poems to THE 
NUMISMATIST. He also published, in book form, a number of essays on cents and half 
cents. 

One of his poetic efforts was as follows: 

"Those Large Copper Cents" 

"American numismatics has yielded many a rare old find; 

Pioneer and colonial issues, which of early days remind; 

Gems 'midst our Federal coinage, some commemorative of events, 

Yet the collector's fancy still clings strongest to those 
old-time copper cents. " 

Venn died of apoplexy at Grant Hospital, Chicago on February 4, 1936. He was 75 
years old. He was survived by a daughter, Mrs. Theodora Matthei, and a grandson. 

HENRY CLAY HINES was born in Newark, New Jersey on March 2, 1856. He studied 
law at Columbia Law School (NYC) and in 1883 was admitted to the New Jersey Bar. 

After practising law for a short time, he entered the business of manufacturing men's 
clothing in Newark. He engaged in politics to some extent, and served in the New Jersey 
Assembly in 1906, 1908, and 1909. In 1920, he organized the Essex County (N. J. ) 

Board of Freeholders and served as its Director. He was a firm believer in honest 
pol itics and waged a continuous battle against corruption, virtually committing political 
suicide by so doing. He served as an Elder of his church. He was a member of the 
ANA and ANS. He was a member of the Newark Athletic Club from its inception. 

Hines loved to travel and visited Europe twice. In 1900 he journeyed to the Holy 
Land which, at that time, was as primitive for the traveller as it was in the days of 
Christ. 

A man of cultured taste, Hines desired the best of everything, especially in coins. 

He rated quality uppermost. He was a frequent patron of the Chapman sales in 
Philadelphia and attended most of the New York sales. His extensive knowledge of 
large cents permitted him to recognize rare varieties at a glance. His record payment 
of $2500. for the only known uncirculated cent of 1799 brought him worldwide fame as 
well as letters from all corners of the earth. He also collected Greek coins, autographs, 
and Lincoln relics. 
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Hines was a very wealthy man, but had most of his money widely invested. He was 
completely wiped out by the Wall Street crash of 1929, at which time it is reputed that he 
lost more than one and a half million dollars. For the rest of his life, Hines was a 
relatively poor individual. 

In 1932 Hines turned over to Carl Wurtzbach his prized and most valuable large 
cents. Wurtzbach kept the coins in a vault of the Lee National Bank (Mass. ) for many 
years; and Dr. Sheldon acquired the collection several years after Hines' death. This 
included many cents from the David Proskey collection which Hines had previously ac- 
quired. Proskey, during his lifetime, wielded considerable influence in the large cent 
field on the collections of Hines, Clapp, and Newcomb. 

Hines died on December 11, 1946 after an illness of six weeks. He was 90 years, 

9 months, 9 days old at the time of his death. He was buried in Newark, New Jersey. 

Small of stature, Hines was an idealist and a true gentleman of the old Republican 
school. He was respected by all who knew him and loved by all who knew him well. 

CARL WURTZBACH was born in Hargerode, Germany on May 3, 1864 and was 
brought to the United States by his mother in 1867. His father preceded the family to 
the U. S. a year earlier to help build the first wood pulp mill in America at Curtisville, 
Massachusetts. Carl Wurtzbach spent his life in Lee, Massachusetts where he was 
associated with the Western Massachusetts Electric Company, He was also the 
President of the Lee National Bank and the Lee Library Association. He was a collector 
and avid reader of historical books as well as early American coins. 

Wurtzbach attended his first coin sale in 1885, on which occasion he met Henry 
C. Hines; and the two remained close friends as well as rival collectors thereafter. 

A public coin sale not attended by one or both of them was a great rarity, and the 
presence of either was a guarantee that any really rare variety of the early cents was 
soon to find an appreciative new owner. 

Wurtzbach was a shrewd, straight, and courageous trader. He was noted for his 
vast knowledge of the Early Date cents and American colonial coins. He was an active 
figure in American numismatics for more than sixty years. He was Life Member No. 

26 of the ANA and served as its President for two years (1917, 1918). 

Wurtzbach and Virgil Brand were very close friends throughout their lives. Both 
were bom in Germany and came to the United States about the same time. Brand made 
his fortune in Schlitz, "the beer that made Milwaukee famous"; and it is said that he 
set aside one million dollars and asked Wurtzbach to use this in acquiring the finest 
large cents available. This, then, was the start of the famous Brand hoard. In any 
event, Wurtzbach served as a long time buyer for Virgil Brand, in which endeavor he 
was aided by James G. Macallister of Philadelphia. When the hoard was disposed of 
after Brand's death, it was Wurtzbach who catalogued and priced all the coins, a 
stipulation which had been specified in Brand's will. 


It has been said that a stopover at Lee, Massachusetts was always a numismatic 
adventure for large cent collectors. One young man who frequently stopped there "to 
learn about the early cents from Mr. W„" became in time a foremost authority in that 
field - James G. Macallister. Dr. Sheldon was also a frequent visitor and states that 
he learned more about large cents from Carl Wurtzbach than from any other individual. 

James G. Macallister was the first to refer to Clapp, Hines, Newcomb and 
Wurtzbach as the "Big Four of the Big Cents", 

Carl Wurtzbach died on August 30, 1947 at the age of 83 after a short but acute 
illness. His obituary, published in THE NUMISMATIST, was written by none other 
than Dr. William H. Sheldon. 

HOMER K. DOWNING was born on May 15, 1898 in Brazil, Indiana and he spent 
his boyhood there. He attended DePauw University at Greencastle, Indiana and then 
studied engineering at Rose Polytechnic Institute at Terre Haute, Indiana. In 1921 he 
entered the employ of the Western Electric Company with whom he remained until his 
death. He was married in 1928, and he and his wife established their home in the Bronx, 
New York. They had no children. 

In 1940 Downing became active in numismatics and put together a rather complete 
collection of commemorative half dollars. He later became interested in large cents 
through James Clarke, and soon developed an intense enthusiasm for the big coppers. 

He joined ANS in 1943 and at the time of his death was chairman of the Committee 
on U. S. Coins. He spent much of his spare time in making detailed photographic 
records of the finest known specimens of the Early Date cents, using the Clapp collection 
at ANS as well as photographing many of the cents offered in the Newcomb sale of the 
Early Dates. Downing became acquainted with Dr. Sheldon in 1946, having been intro- 
duced by Clarke; and photographs for a number of the coins plated in EARLY AMERICAN 
CENTS were supplied by Downing, 

Downing had become acquainted with Henry Hines in 1942, and he spent many hours 
with the aged collector examining coins, studying numismatic books and old sales 
catalogues, and listening to Hines' recollections and reminiscences. Shortly after 
Hines' death, Downing acquired the greater part of the Hines’ library on large cents 
which contained many of the standard texts plus numerous priced sales catalogues, 
a great number having been completed with the buyers' names. This collection helped 
to round out the substantial library on large cents which Downing had already acquired. 

Downing died suddenly on May 29, 1951 at the age of 53. His coin collection was 
disposed of in the ANA Convention Sale of 1952, 

LEWIS HELFENSTEIN, a New York attorney, became interested in large cents 
through C. Douglas Smith whom he met through a companion in a car pool. Helfenstein 
set out to collect large cents of only the finest quality or those specimens which were 
equal to the finest known of the particular varieties involved. 
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On August 14, 1964, Helfenstein's collection of 332 cents was offered at public 
auction by Lester Merkin at the Barclay Hotel in New York City. A total of 52 Early 
Date cents representing 49 different Sheldon varieties were included in the sale, the 
remainder being of the Late Date (or Newcomb) series. The catalogue for the sale 
was elaborate and featured 179 plates. The Helfenstein sale attracted considerable 
attention, was well attended, and brought unusually high bids for the coins offered. 

In some respects, this sale set the pattern for bids at other sales which have followed it. 


The author is deeply indebted to Dr. William H. Sheldon who contributed many 
personal recollections to make this article possible. The author wishes also to thank 
John D. Wright who edited the essay and offered many excellent suggestions. 


Julius Reiver wrote the Editor as follows: 

"At the EAC Annual Meeting held in New York in November, I suggested 
that we form a committee within EAC to check any large cent varieties for 
the years 1816 - 1857 which are not listed by Newcomb. Herb Silberman 
appointed a committee consisting of George Ramont, Willard Blaisdell, 
Walter Breen, and me. Walter Breen was the only one not present at the 
meeting, so I don't know if he is aware of this. None of the other three 
refused the appointment, so I assume we accepted. 

Members (or non-members ) having coins which they consider to be 
new varieties or not listed in Newcomb should write to me: 


Please include a complete description of the coin, and send a photograph 
if possible. If we can't tell enough from the description or the photo- 
graph, we'll make some arrangements to see and to photograph the coin. 

Any new varieties, and the Newcomb numbers assigned by the 
Committee, will be published in PENNY-WISE." 



************* 


************* 


ABOUT THE REVISION OF NEWCOMB'S BOOK 



Julius Reiver 
P. O. Box 1267 
Wilmington, Delaware 19899 


************* 



- 46 - 


J t 

EAC BECOMES AFFILIATED WITH ANA 

As of January 1, 1970, the Early American Coppers Club became affiliated with 
the American Numismatic Association on a club membership basis. The club member- 
ship number is C-64199. The EAC will receive a copy of THE NUMISMATIST each 
month, and this will be filed in the EAC Library for use by the members on a loan basis. 

As an ANA affiliated club, the EAC now has the privilege of borrowing from the 
ANA collection of Visual Education material. The collection consists of a series of 
2x2 slide sets and accompanying lecture notes which describe each slide. Some slide 
sets have a tape-recorded commentary. There are also two 16 mm. sound films 
available. Projectors and tape recorders must be supplied by the EAC. Loan of the 
material is free, but the EAC will be required to pay postage both ways on material 
when it is borrowed. This would amount to approximately $1. 

If material is requested by EAC for regional meetings, such requests should be 
initiated from EAC Headquarters, c/o Herbert A. Stlberman, 174 Maplewood Avenue, 
Maplewood, New Jersey 07040. 

ANA notes that the more popular slide sets are frequently scheduled months in 
advance, so that the longer the notice given, the greater the opportunity of receiving 
slides for a specific meeting. 

Material which would be of interest to EAC members is as follows: 

Film #1: "A Trip Through the Denver Mint" 16 mm. sound, black and white, 

l/2 hour running time. An interesting film on how coins are made in the Denver 
Mint. 

Film #2: "Money Minters of Canada" 16 mm. sound and color, 20 minutes running 

time. Made at the Boyal Canadian Mint by The International Nickel Company. 

Slide Set No. 1: Coins of Colonial America. 60 color slides of the principal type 

of coins used in Colonial America. The series begins with the Sommer Islands 
Shilling of 1616 and runs through the Spanish Milled dollar. 

Slide Set No. 3: U. S. Copper Coin Types. 51 color photographs of types of half 

cents, large cents, small cents through the current coinage, and two cent pieces. 

Slide Set No. 17: Coins With Special Significance. 44 slides representing mile posts 

in the history of money. Each coin has a story of its own and is of general 
interest to numismatists and non -collectors as well. U.S., foreign, ancient, 
colonial included. One of the most popular slide sets. 

Slide Set No. 18: Odds and Ends of Coinage, Spurious and Heal. 47 plastic slides 

of representative examples of counterstamped coins, overstruck coins, chop- 
marked coins, cut pieces, overdates, double strikes, mint errors, die breaks, 
off center coins and altered coins. Only one copy of this set is available and 
reservations must be made well in advance. 
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SURVIVING POPULATION DISCREPANCIES IN THE LATE DATES 

Wayne G. Slife 


This is not intended as a piece of scholarly research. Rather, it is the result of 
an idle moment's reflection on several aspects of Late Date large cent collecting. Al- 
though the data has doubtless been collected before, there may be a few PENNY-WISE 
readers who have not seen it. 

First of all, the figures for mintage by year, as given in the ubiquitous Red Book, 
were ranked. Then, the same was done for the surviving population, by year, as given 
by W. E. Johnson in his continuing labor of love, "Large Cent Addenda" (3rd revision). 
From these a Spearman rank correlation coefficient was run. I was not interested in the 
most sophisticated non-parametric statistical tool, only in getting a general idea. Un- 
corrected for ties, a very significant relationship between the two sets of figures was 
found, i.e. Mr. Johnson's population figures closely followed mintage figures as given in 
the Red Book. No surprise here. 


However, among the individual variances, there are several which stand out: 

1. The following years appear to be more common than their mintage figures 
would suggest: 

1817 

1819 

1822 

1826 much more so 

1831 

1839 


2. The following years appear to be scarcer than their mintage figures would 


suggest: 


1844 

1845 much more so 

1849 much, much more so 

1850 


The second reflection concerns the rarity ratings assigned certain Late Date 
large cents by various auction sale catalogues, New Netherland' and/or Merkin's 
among others. I single out these two coin dealers in particular because of their 
authoritative and meticulous descriptions and research. Since these two dealers, off 
and on over the years, have enjoyed the services of a good friend, Walter Breen, I 
guess it should come as no surprise to anyone that their catalogues are the last word 
in documentation. 


In any case, I have been interested specifically in the high rarity run of the 1837's, 
N-14, 15, 16, and 17. These are usually quoted somewhat like this: 

N-14 R5 

N-15 High R6 or low R7 
N-16 R6 

N-17 High R6, almost R7 
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A rough count of the "name" sa’ies for the past twenty or twenty-five years indicate 
that the N-14 may rate a higher rarity than the others (an assumption to some extent 
confirmed by Mr. Johnson's work): 

N-14 Four appearances 
N-15 Ten appearances 
N-16 Seven appearances 

N-17 Fight appearances 

Thus, on this sketchy basis, the N-14 is on the order of two to two -and -a -half times 
scarcer than those with the higher rarity ratings. 

This is admittedly a rough estimate, and does not take into consideration any 
possible misattributions, reappearances of the same piece, etc. etc. Logically, 
however, all the varieties should have approximately the same chance of mis- 
attribution or multiple appearance, at least in these four varieties, none of which is 
an exotic. 

No, I don't have an N-14 to sell. 

************* . 

NOTES on the TAMMANYS: 

CORRIGENDA 

John D. Wright 

P-W 16 , page 4 : CLEFT LOCK. This got fouled up in the transcribing. The first 

sentence of this was supposed to read "Cents of 1819-1835, plus dwo dies of 
1818, are from a head-punch different from that of 1816 - most 1818. The 
later puncheon has a double lock (with an obvious cleft between) running from 
the first hair band and around the back of the coronet." ( ( remainder of text 
unchanged ) ) 

BSKg.§: ITALIC LETTERS. Paul Munson called me to task for using nonstandard 

terminology on this. The "dimpling" mentioned is referred to in old texts 
(see particularly Bolender) as bifurcation . The intent of this discussion was 
to explain bifurcation, and to link it to weakness or absence of dentilation and 
to the "drawing" of letter tops and star points to the rim. All three of these 
are different manifestations from a common cause — die wear, generally 
coupled with slight dishing. 

PAg§.. 4 : DENTICLE, and MULTIPLE DENTICLE. Again, a bit of questioning 

terminology^ Dr. Lapp reminded me that the proper form is dentil. I have al- 
ways used the two forms "dentil" and "denticle" interchangeably, preferring the 
latter for a singular reference. This terminology agrees with Breen's earlier 
writings (see 18th Std Cat, page 69), but not with the contemporary writings of 
Breen, Newman-Bressett, and Taxay. 

General: The planned continuing installments of this series will be incorporated into 

Breen's study. The first installment will appear at some future date in PENNY- 
WISE. Walter Breen had several criticisms on almost every topic in Part i of my 
"Notes", some of which are justified. See his comments elsewhere in this issue. 

If there are any unresolved disagreements between Breen's final text and my notes, 
I may write a short "minority report" at the conclusion of the series. 
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TWO CENTS WORTH 


Charles Funk, Jr. 

I'd like to get my "two cents worth" in on the subject of grading. Specifically, can 
anyone define for me just what constitutes "basal state'? Basically, I know that it's 
supposed to be the minimum grade at which a coin is identifiable, but this condition 
varies so much from one coin to another. Take my Chain cent, for instance. The re- 
verse shows the chain clearly, and the legend ONE CENT within. There is no trace left 
of the surrounding legend, nor of the fraction. On the obverse there is a very, very 
faint residual silhouette of the figure if you look carefully; but at first glance, or to an 
untrained eye, it looks smooth. The date is completely gone. Of LIBERTY there re- 
mains, if you turn the coin back and forth under a light, a few shadowy islands where 
the letters once were. These are so distributed that, together with the ghostly remnant 
of the figure, the coin can be identified as an S-2. So it does satisfy the criterion that 
the coin is identifiable as to date and type and variety, but is it really as good as Basal 
State? If not, what grade is lesser? If it were anything but a Chain cent, it could not 
have been identified as anything other than a 1793, and then only because of the fluke that 
the silhouette is unique for that year. 

Nov/, I also have lately acquired a 1793 Wreath cent. Relatively, it is in much 
better condition than the Chain cent, but it is still heavily worn - no date, no fraction, 
only partial LIBERTY, and reverse legend; and, in fact, only enough remaining design 
so that it, too, can be attributed. (It turns out that it's an S-6. ) This coin is at least 
twice as "good" from a wear standpoint as my Chain cent, but if I hadn't had the Chain 
already, I could hardly have graded this better than Basal State either. So what it is? 

I'm calling it Fair2, but should I? If it were a Liberty Cap cent, there's little chance 
that it could be attributed at all, so would a Liberty Cap cent have to be three or four 
times as "good" to qualify for Basal State? 

Now, suppose that I'm right in pegging the Chain cent at Basal, and suppose that the 
Wreath cent should also be pegged at Basal, and suppose that we agree that a Liberty Cap 
cent would have to be twice as "good" as the Wreath (which means about four times as 
"good" as the Chain) to qualify as Basal - now what do we do with the higher grades? 
Suppose we had one of each of these that, to the eye, look identically worn and have 
barely readable dates and legends - the situation, let's assume, where one more swipe 
of the finger across the surface would erase even the last traces of these. Are these all 
to be graded the same ? Is this what Basal State actually means ? Or should these be 
G6 for the Chain, AG3 for the Wreath, and BS1 for the Cap, to keep them all in 
proportion? Or what? Comment invited. (And don't tell me that I shouldn't truck 
around with this low-grade stuff - remember, after all, that there are some varieties 
where the Condition Census includes Basal State pieces ! ) 


jit********** 


* * 


Answers to the November PENNY QUIZ 


John D. Wright 

Breen's answers, as submitted with the questions, are given below. Since Mr. 

Breen did not answer our repeated inquiries concerning certain of these answers, my 
comments have been added where deemed appropriate. I'm sure that any obvious 
errors in the following will be corrected for us all in the next P- W. 

Roger Cohen (Bethesda, Md. ) and Julius Feldman (Tucson, Ariz. ) made an 
effort on this, the toughest PQ yet. Thanks for your interest boys, and we'll keep it 
toned down a bit from here on. 

1. FIRST HEAD HUB: Liberty Cap of 1793. Sheldon 12 through 20 appear to have 

been produced from the same head hub. 

2. SAME, HALF Gilbert 4 through 8 of 1794. 

3. FIRST PARTIAL Rx HUB, CENT: Wreath, type of 1797 (first appearance — 1796). 

4. SAME, HALF (L Wreath, type of 1802 - 1808. 

5* FIRST COMPLETE Rx HUB, CENT: The "O" group of 1798 — used on sixteen 

dies of 1798, all of 1799, 1800, and three dies of 1801. 

6. SAME, HALF £: Gilbert 1&5, 3&8, 9 of 1794. Oddly enough, a full hub was tried 

on half cents a full eight years before the first partial-hub attempt on this series. 

7. FIRST PART-DATE LOGOTYPE, CENT: Breen claims the "18" of 1839-40 Large 

Dates, I claim that these could easily have been punched individually and 
probably were, as the figures do not appear to be parallel (as are the "18" on 
1840 Small Date). The Small Date of 1840 offers positive proof of logotype 
usage, but any claims for earlier appearance of a cent logotype can only be 
conjecture. 


8. SAME, HALF £: None known. 

9. FIRST WHOLE-DATE LOGOTYPE, CENT: Breen claims 1840 Small Date, which 

seems highly likely. The earliest proof of 4-log usage I could come up with 
was the 1844 N-2, but several of the 1840 - 1843 series could easily have been 
produced in this manner. See P-W 8, pages 182, 186, and Taxay's U.S. 
MINT, page 152 for more on this. 


10. SAME, HALF £: 1840. 

11. FIRST COMPLETE HUB (including the date): The "new" cent of 1909, with VDB. 


12. NUMBER OF HEAD PUNCHEONS, CENTS BEFORE 1815: Seven (qualified). 

a. Cap of 1793 (1793 - 1794) 

b. Head of 1795 (1794 - 1795) 

c. Cap of 1796 (1796 only) 

d. Type I Bust (1796 - 1798) 
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e. Type II Bust 


(1798 - 1807) (although Clapp claimed three Bust 
hubs ) 



f. g. Two Classic Head hubs (although some believe three). Breen 
added "If you can actually convince me of three Classic Heads, 
change it." Since even "two" was news to me, I didn't try. 


13. NUMBER OF HEAD PUNCHEONS, HALF (1 TOTAL: Six. 

a. One in 1794. 


b. One in 1795 - 1797. 

c. One in 1800 - 1808. 

d. One in 1809 - 1829. 

e. One in 1831 - 1836. 

f. One in 1840 - 1857. 


14. NUMBER OF REVERSE PUNCHEONS, CENTS BEFORE 1815: Three. 


a. The "Reverse of 1797", wreath only — 1796 - 1807. 

b. The "O" group of 1798, complete Rx — 1798 - 1801. 

c. The circular wreath of the Classics — 1808 - 1814. 


15. NUMBER OF REVERSE PUNCHEONS, HALF (S TOTAL: Four. 


a. One complete reverse puncheon in 1794. 

b. The wreath (only) of 1802 - 1808. 

c. The wreath with HALF CENT and dash of 1809 - 1836. 

d. The complete reverse of 1840 - 1857. 


16. CHIPPING INJURIES TO A HUB: Breen didn't provide a "handy answer" to this 

or the last question, so I expect to be called to task on one or both. The 
only such injury with which I am familiar is the "Broken Hair Point" on the 


1804 and 1801 proof dollars — see Newman/Bressett, FANTASTIC 1804 
DOLLAR, pages 54-56. There must have been others besides this one. 


17. EARLIEST LETTER PUNCH CHIPPING INJURY TO A CENT: I claim 1787, on 

a Massachusetts cent. Some few of these appear to have missing, stubbed 


serifs on some letters. In particular, Crosby- Ryder reverse C of 1787 
seems to lack an upper left serif on the E of MASSACHUSETTS. These 
letters are not very refined, so it is not improbable that they could have 
been hand-cut rather than punched, which would knock a hole in my con- 
tention. We'll await Mr. Breen's reply to learn his intent on this question. 


Treasurer Bill Parks wishes to thank many of our members for their very nice 
compliments on PENNY-WISE, while sending in dues payment for 1970. Quite a few 
should have been answered but he has been "under the weather" due to a very stubborn 
allergy. About half of the members have so far sent in 1970 dues. We would very 
much hate to lose any members. If you haven't sent yours in yet PLEASE DO SO 
WITHOUT DELAY, in order to not miss any future copies of PENNY-WISE. 



************* 
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V 

NUMISMATIC RAMBLINGS STRICTLY 

Herbert A. Silberman 

Dealers who offer attributed coins for sale are wrong about fifty per cent of the 
time, and they misgrade on the B.S. scale about twenty per cent too high. 

The numismatic field is adjusting, as is the market, to seek new lows in general 
coinage costs. 

Date collecting of most U. S. coins will become almost extinct, while so-called 
"type" collecting will continue. 

Unless the authorities do something about robberies of coin collections and re- 
productions of rare coins, the hobby will entirely disappear and so will the serious 
collectors. 

If those few reliable dealers don't do something soon about those disreputable 
dealers who are acquiring tons of stolen coins, they will insure their own business 
demise. 

Speaking of reliable dealers, I recently telephoned one and asked "What's new in 
my field?" He told me of an NC large cent which sounded good, so I said "Send it". 
When it hadn't arrived several days later, I called again, only to find out that he still 
hadn't sent it, so I told him I'd be there the next day to pick it up. When I arrived, the 

dealer said: "Oh, that NC? I just sold it to . " I would like to castigate this kind 

of dealer; but when this sort of thing happens, you just cross him off your list and tell 
others the story, with the hope that eventually we can eliminate this kind of unethical 
character. 

There seems to be a new rash of '99's some alterations some out-and- 

out fakes. . . . . .some even quite presentable. 

I've been looking at our early coppers for some time now, and I got to wondering 
how the designers and the authorities arrived at the various symbols, mottos, etc. 
which are used, so I did a bit of studying. First of all, I wanted to determine what 
coinage came first in the American area. I put together some common knowledge but 
it's all very interesting data: 

The first real money made in America (i.e. not imported from Europe) were 
the Sommer Island (Bermuda) coins, minted 1616 to 1624, which consisted of the 
shilling 3 pence and 2 pence. Next were the Massachusetts coins, the New England 
shilling 6 pence and 2 pence, minted in Boston from 1652 to 1683 with John Hull as 
mint master. Then came the Maryland pieces in 1661, the Carolinas in 1723, Virginia 
in 1773, Connecticut (John Higley marked "I am good copper" 1737), New York 1786, 
New Jersey 1786, Vermont 1785. Each colony minted its own copper pieces, each with 
out the word "cent" and without the word "liberty". All pieces were quite "foreign" 
looking and were based on existing European coin designs. 
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New Hampshire, by an Act on March 13, 1776, described the reverse of its coin 
as "American Liberty, a harp, and the date 1776"; on the obverse, a "Pine Tree 
device" (this was probably struck later in Massachusetts). 

In 1785 Connecticut minted a piece with "Inde: et: lib", which was one of the first 
references to "Liberty" on an American coin. 

Massachusetts, based on an Act of August 8, 1786 which authorized half cents 
and cents, established a mint in Boston in October, 1786. (This was the first time 
that the word "cent" appears as the description of one hundredth part of a dollar on a 
coin in the U.S. ) Dies were made by Jacob Perkins and Joseph Collandor. The coins 
were dated 1787 and 1788. The obverse of the coin was described as follows: "Clothed 
Indian, standing with bow and arrow, the Legend". "Commonwealth" completes. The 
reverse contained the legend "Massachusetts", a spread eagle with shield, and "cent" 
or "half cent" in the center. 

It is interesting that the word "cent" does not appear even in papers of the era, 
although there is an early Canadian token with the abbreviation CENT, (note the 
period) on the reverse. Rulers of the Colonies were steeped in the classic studies and 
were gentlemen not given to rash or common decisions, so this new reference really 
comes out of the blue. 

The U. So Constitution empowered Congress to coin money and to regulate its 
value. Prior to 1789 coins of foreign nations were in regular circulation and they were 
made legal tender at rates proportionate to their gold or silver content by an Act of 
February 9, 1793. This Act was not retired although it was amended several times un- 
til Congress acted on February 21, 1857. 

In 1787 the National Congress authorized the minting of copper one cent coins 
under private contract. The first of these are known as the Franklin ( Fugio) cents, 
although no proof exists that Benjamin Franklin had anything to do with them. 

In 1785 Congress adopted the dollar as a monetary unit, and the Act of April, 1792 
provided that money of account of the U.S. "shall be expressed in dollars or units, 
dismes or tenths, cents or hundredths, and milles or thousandths". (It is strange that 
our colonial ancestors with their extreme classical education and background chose to 
anglicize the "centine" of Europe, the "centum" of Latin, and the "centavos" of our 
southern neighbors to the "cent", a hundredth part of a dollar. ) 

Our coinage of 1793 with its symbols and lettering finally crystallized the American 
freedom and thought. The accepted designs for the "Liberty cap" series was greatly 
influenced by the classic studies. The coin quite closely resembles the French 
"Libertas" medal and is usually attributed to the same engraver. The various devices 
illustrated on the obverse and reverse of the series all have a traceable history. 

The Liberty cap and pole of the obverse are found on many ancient coins. One of 
the most famous pieces is the "Eid Mar" (Ides of March) Brutus coin, the reverse 
showing the Liberty cap between two daggers, the legend "Eid Mar", and a beaded 
border. The reverse shows the head of Brutus, the legend "L PLAET CEST BRUT 
IMP", with a beaded border. This was coined about 43 to 42 B.C. 
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The wreath and bow, almost an exact replica of the one used on both U.S. cents 
and half cents, can be seen on an Augustus brass DUPONDIUS of 15 B.C. 

The Phrygian cap shown on the head of a ruler is first found on a PAPHLAGONIA 
coin of 300 B.C. 

The "Liberty cap" and "pole" are both explicit in Roman history. When a Homan 
slave was manimutted (freed) by his master, his head was shaved in the Temple of 
Feronia (an ancient Italian divinity), and he received a pileus cap as a badge of liberty. 
This made the term "ad peleum" equivalent to "ad libertalem". 

On the family coins of Sentes, Cossia, Cornelia, Salla, Junia, Plaetores, and 
Porcea we see the pileus of "Liberty cap". 

The figure of Liberty holding a Liberty cap is seen on coins of Gentes, Cassia, 
Cornelia (Dalabella), Crepusia, Manailia, and Porcia. A similar figure is also seen 
on imperial coins of Claudius Galba, Vitellius, Vespasian, Nerva, Grajan, Narcianna, 
Hediean, Centonine, Cornmodus, Severus, Caracaller, Geta, and Elayaballus. 

On a coin of Dacia (248 A. D. ) the emblem of liberty appears because the monarch 
declared Dacia free. 

On coins of Thessaly, there are two Liberty caps in the center. 

The pileus became the symbol of Liberty and Freedom in classic studies, and 
was adopted by our early leaders as the device to symbolize our freedom from colonial- 
ism. The pole associated with the Liberty cap is the "vindicta" with which the Roman 
praetor touched a slave in making him free. 

The classic profile which appears on the obverse of the early cents and the 
symmetrical wreath with the Roman Gothic type style on the reverse reflect an earnest 
attempt by the Mint master to give acceptable respectability to our early coins by 
heavily embodying them with these classic and ancient symbols. 

There is a Washington piece, dated 1783, which has a reverse so similar to the 
wreath reverse of 1794 cents that the letter punches (except for the R) even match in 
size and character. The leaves, berries, stems, bow, etc. must have been done with 
the same tools. Each side of the wreath has sixteen leaves and six berries, as do the 
reverse of several '94's. I wonder when this piece was really struck? 

Compared to what we are now punching out as coins, the symbols which our first 
coiners chose were classic masterpieces, beautiful, and of value. 

If anyone has examples of wreaths, caps, or heads from the early 18th century 
or prior, which show a similarity of design to our large cents, please send me data, 
rubbings, or photographs. I’d really appreciate it. 

References 

Robert Morris 1879 

Joseph Coffin 1940 
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IN MEMORIAM 


PENNY-WISE and the Early American Coppers Club regretfully report the loss by 
death of one of its honored members, Dr. Walter Leavitt. News of Dr. Leavitt s un- 
timely passing was relayed to the EAC by Charles Funk of East Granby, Connecticut. 
Chuck also enclosed a newspaper clipping from The Hartford TIMES, which reads as 
follows: 

"Dr. Walter Leavitt, 46, of West Hartford, an associate professor of 
modern languages at Trinity College, was found dead Wednesday, January 
28, in the garage of his home at 39 Cherryville Drive. 

He died accidentally sometime between January 26 in the morning and January 
28, apparently while cleaning the windshield of his car, according to West 
Hartford Medical Examiner Alexander B. Milyko who ruled the probable 
cause of death to be carbon monoxide poisoning. 

Leavitt joined the Trinity faculty in 1949 and was an associate professor since 
1958. He was due for promotion to full professor in September. 

He was multi -lingual, teaching French, Russian, and Spanish. He had for 
many years served various state governmental departments and private firms 
as an interpreter and translator of French and Russian. 

Trinity President Theodore D. Lockwood said, "Professor Walter Leavitt's 
death is a tragic loss to Trinity, a college he served so well for twenty 
years." 

Born in New Britain, Connecticut, Leavitt did his undergraduate work at 
Bates College, Maine and took his M. A. and Ph.D. degrees at Yale 
University, where he taught for a year before coming to Trinity. 

Charlie Funk eulogized Dr. Leavitt in his letter, stating, "Walter Leavitt s un- 
timely passing means the loss of a real lover of the early cents. Leavitt was one who 
had memorized substantial parts of Dr. Sheldon's book. I well remember one of these 
occasions when he demonstrated this - we were both attending the same coin show and 
he called my attention to an early-date counterstamp, knowing that I was especially 
interested in these. I acquired the piece and he looked at it and said "I think you'll 

find it to be an 3- ", whatever it was, and sure enough, it turned out to be. His 

collection was not outstanding - by no means made up exclusively of Mint State pieces 
or anything like that - but it was a good, solid collection, with everything carefully 
attributed and graded. Walter was unmarried, and left only a brother, Robert 
Leavitt, of Southwick, Massachusetts; a nephew, and two nieces. " 


************* 


REGIONAL EAC MEETING: A GATHERING OF NORTH CAROLINA EAC MEMBERS 


During the Fayetteville, N. C. Coin Show held on February 8, several members 
of EAC met for an informal discussion and display of large cents. Members present 
were W. E. Bost EAC34, William Blanton EAC190, J. M. Cooper EAC46, John R. 
Dick (a prospective member), and C apt. Darwin B. Palmer, Jr. EAC68. 

After hunting without much success for large cent bargains at the show, these 
ardent cent collectors gathered in a room of the motel restaurant to display and dis- 
cuss large cents. Mr. Cooper showed off his set of large cents which he frequently 
exhibits at coin shows and conventions. Mr. Cooper has most all of the Red Book 
varieties, which are displayed in two custom-built plastic holders. His discussion 
of the coins was well presented and informative. His 1801 3-313 is as nice a coin as 
the author has seen, and his 1841 large cent is also choice. 

Mr. W. E. Bost then showed his date set of large cents, which is a much better 
collection than that usually seen in date collectors’ hands. His 3-76b, S-188, and his 
1824 coin were specimens of which he could be especially proud. 

Next, Mr. Blanton displayed his molds of overdates and recut dates. Mr. 

Blanton is a dental technician and he has a high degree of skill in working with dental 
plaster. His large scale mock-ups of the various overdate and recut date coins have 
a great educational value for large cent as well as general collectors.. The depth of 
field is represented perfectly, a facet which photographs cannot give. 

We were happy to have Mr. John R. Dick with us, and we know that he is going 
to become an EAC member. He has had a long-standing interest in half cents and 
large cents. 

Capt. Palmer displayed color slides of some of the scarcer large cents, which 
the viewers were all glad to see. The slides were all from the well-known camera of 
Mr. Julius Reiver. 

It was proposed at the meeting that the EAC sponsor a regional meeting during 
the BRNA Convention this summer in Greenville, South Carolina. All interested 
members and their friends who anticipate attending the BRNA Convention please 
write to 

Capt. Darwin B. Palmer 

Womack Hospital 

Fort Bragg, North Carolina 28307 

A more detailed plan of the meeting will be published in the May issue of PENNY-WISE. 


Darwin B. Palmer, Jr. 
Recorder 


THE MISSING LINK 


Paul Carter 

It is common knowledge amongst the large cent fraternity that the date 1815 does 
not exist. This appears to have been a challenge to some collectors who detested this 
missing link in an otherwise unbroken chain of dates. All sorts of attempts have been 
made to cover up this fact, either as an indulgence on the part of the collector or out- 
and-out chicanery for the purpose of pilfering from the unwary. 

One can appreciate the frustration of the date collector when the missing date in 
a sequence is as prominent as a missing front tooth in an eight-year-old. What might 
be considered as charming in the case of a growing child with a missing bicuspid hardly 
finds favor in a full-grown adult. The lack of an 1815 cent created a void for some 
collectors and they set about to rectify this Mint oversight by altering another coin. The 
most logical one for them to use would be a date that closely resembled the digit desired. 
The already scarcer 1813 fills the bill nicely, and a few were actually used for this pur- 
pose. Two such pieces were in the Homer Downing collection which went on the auction 
block at the ANA convention in 1952. To paraphrase from this catalogue: 

"There seems to have been a dispute in the earlier years as to the 
authenticity of the date 1815, for an almost uncirculated 1815 was listed in 
many catalogues as early as 1863. Another piece, equally as famous, in VF 
condition, became legendary even earlier, about 1859. That they were 
legendary is established by the compiler's designation of the variety as both 
being S-239s. " 

In the Downing sale, the AU50 piece, which had been obtained by Downing from 
Henry Hines, was listed as Lot 2004 and brought $23. The VF30 piece, which had been 
obtained from John Zug Dickeson, was listed as Lot 2005 and brought $16. These prices 
seem quite high to pay for a frivolity, particularly so when compared to a 1793 S-16, 
graded G6, which went for $145. But it doe3 establish the fact that Mr. Downing did own 
two of these pieces, and other collectors were willing to pay for the same privilege. 

In view of the statement in the catalogue that a dispute as to the authenticity of the date 
occurred in the earlier years, possibly this is why some of the pieces for speculative 
purposes, were turned out at that time. It can be safely stated that as far as rarity is 
concerned, it was like shooting for the ultimate: after all, what is rarer than a date 
which does not exist? 

The 1813 date large cent was not the only one so defaced. The numbers 8 and 9 
are fairly easily adapted to the figure 5, so therefore the years 1818 and 1819 were used 
also,. Some of these were very well executed. The date 1845 is the easiest to alter but 
also the most obvious, the type of head standing out as an alien, making the cure worse 
than the disease. In spite of this, there are examples of both professional and non- 
professional attempts at deceit, using the cent dated 1845. 

Such doodling with digits on U.S. coins is not recommended as an avocation: 

Uncle Sam takes a very dim view of such practices, and in this day and age would 
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undoubtedly result in a visit from the T-men. The government seems to have been 
more lenient in the earlier years, for even today there are quite a few of these 
alterations still in existence. Anyone who has collected large cents for any length of 
time has probably encountered one or two personally. I have owned several, and 
might still have one as a curiosity if other collectors had not seemed to want them 
more than I did. One which I had was an 1845, not too expertly done as there was 
evidences of the tooling. The other was on a cent in the 1808-1814 series which I 
never took time to attribute. I suspect it was an 1813, being a worn specimen with a 
fairly well executed 5. 

There were other attempts by individuals with a more realistic approach to in- 
sert this missing link in the chain: e.g. all types of cents were countermarked with 
"None Coined (Struck) (Minted) in 1815". I must confess being guilty of such 
frivolity, for I have in my own collection a large cent which is engraved "None Coined 
in 1815". This piece was turned in a lathe chuck to retain the rim, and the lettering 
was done in Old English style. It has gathered a nice patina over the years, making 
itself inconspicuous as a patch, which it is. From time to time I take out this coin and 
look at it; and I picture some old-time collector admiring his date set with satisfaction 
and accomplishment, knowing full well that the break in the chain of production was not 
due to neglect on his part and that he wanted everyone to know it. Well, I like this 
piece myself, so I'm a nut. Anyone else nutty? 

We almost had another break in the chain of the cent series in 1943, and this one 
is a real patch: zinc steel ! now, if that is not an alien in a foreign land, what is? 

And people used to call the copper nickel cent, coined 1857-1864, "the white cent". 

Oh well, who is satisfied and not looking for a 1943 bronze cent? The government 
says none were minted in 1943, so someone must be making them, judging from the 
way they turn up from time to time. 

Regarding prices for the 1815? I do not think the tampered date is legal for re- 
sale, and the less said about the value the better. I am surprised that the two in the 
Downing collection were not grabbed up by the Treasury Department. An engraved or 
countermarked coin is an established collectible, just like gold which is not legal but 
collectible. An engraved piece today would cost too much to reproduce to make such 
an alteration worthwhile: viz. $1.50 for a decent cent, at least $2. for turning and 
polishing if you could find someone who would bother to do it, plus sixteen letters at 
40£ per letter for hand-engraving, adding an additional $6.40. (Machine-printed 
letters cost 25£ per letter, although I doubt if a machine could be set up to engrave 
just one coin at that price. I guess the whole matter boils down to the price which 
someone is willing to pay. ) 






PENNY CROSS -NUMBERS 


Rod Burress 

The following puzzle "works" just like a crossword puzzle, but all the entries are 
numbers . No mail-in responses are solicited. The solution will be published in the 
next P-W. 

ACROSS 

1. Year of blocked-in A’s. 

5. Year of 15-star obverse. 

9. Trianular Island variety undiscovered by Doughty (Proskey). 

12. Variety with sawtoothed line across denominator. 

13. Variety with highest condition census among early cents. 

14. Scarred Head, or Apple Cheek variety. 

15. Shielded Hair variety without fraction bar. 

17. Overdate variety number of 1826. 

18. Second appearance of double fraction bar reverse. 

20. Tne rarest Mumps variety. 

21. Number of varieties of 1833. 

22. Number of varieties of 1821. 

23. Hyphen variety witn lettered edge. 

24. Scarcest year among Turban Head cents. 

26. Same as 15 across. 

28. Pyramidal Head variety. 

30. Variety of 1795 having only seven berries. 

31. Variety of 1816 with three long denticles under 8. 

32. Overdate with missing curl and long fraction bar. 

34. Q variety. 

35. Number of varieties of 1857 Large Date. 

36. Bent Lock variety with mounds on reverse. 

38. Abrupt Hair variety with minute berries. 

40. Variety of 1793 with Triangular Bow reverse. 

41. 1839 variety number which has Head of 1840. 

42. Year of only two varieties: Close Star, and Distant Star. 

44. Double Chin variety with Ugly Tooth reverse. 

45. Twelve Star variety of 1855. 

46. Truncated Hair Locks variety of 1794 with weak OF. 

48. Variety of 1801 with LIBERTY far to the right and normal reverse. 

49. The more common Dotted I variety. 

50. Year of large cents rumored to contain a mixture of gold. 

52. Last Liberty Cap variety. 

53. Commonest early cent, according to Penny Wnimsy. 

55. Large-Date Wreath cent variety. 

56. Upper limit quantity for Rarity 6. 

57. Last three digits of America's discovery year. 

60. Number of collectible varieties when Penny Whimsy was written. 

62. Bisecting Crack Liberty Cap variety of 1793. 
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ACROSS 


63. Number of varieties of 1806. 

64. 1836 variety with double -peaked 1. 

65. Reeded Edge variety. 

67. Penny Whimsy basal value (in $) of S-17. 

68. 1820 overdate variety often offered as a non -overdate. 

69. Variety often found with gripped edge. 

71. Low 6 variety with ghost leaf. 

73. Variety of 1826 on which R was first punched too low. 

74. Sheldon variety equivalent to Doughty 107. 

76. Number of varieties of 1836. 

77. Variety of 79 across, times seven, then transpose last two digits. 

78. Steigerwalt variety. 

79. Variety always found with gripped edge. 

80. Number of original varieties of 1823. 

81. Rarest collectible Unfinished Cipher variety. 

82. Small Letters variety of 1830. 

83. Perfect condition-point score for 307 varieties. 

85. Year of most overdate obverses. 

DOWN 

1. Commoner M Over E variety. 

2. Gilbert D. 

3. Rare Small Overdate variety. 

4. Number of varieties of 1816. 

5. Number of links on Chain cent. 

6. Club Pole variety of 1796. 

7. Overdate variety number of 1839. 

8. Medium -Size Star variety of 1834. 

9. Horned 9 variety. 

10. Silly Head without hole in ear. 

11. Split Pole variety. 

13. T Over Y variety without incused denticles on reverse. 

14. Corrected Fraction, Mumps variety. 

16- Crossed E variety. 

19. Young Head variety. 

20. Weight in grains of first large cents. 

22. Ghost 3 variety. 

24. Year between 1816-1857 during which no large cents were struck for circulation 

25. Variety of 1825 with right stand of Y long. 

26. Thick Hair, Close Date variety of 1794. 

27. Commonest variety with Tough Old Lady reverse. 

29. Last two digits of Newcomb's birth year. 

30. Number of varieties of 1834. 

33. Year with many half cents but few large cents. 

34. Only large cent year which is a perfect square. 

35. Year with two Large Date obverses and two Small Date obverses. 

37. Chain AMERICA variety with wide date. 
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DOWN 


38. 

39. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

45. 
47. 
49. 


50. 

51. 
54. 

58. 

59. 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 
66 . 
69. 


70. 

72. 

74. 

75. 

79. 

80. 
81. 

83. 

84. 
86 . 


Same as 27 down. 

Chain AMD HI. variety. 

Newcomb number of the Accessory E variety. 

Large cent year associated with Crosby. 

Rarest Whisker variety. 

Vine & Bars variety number. 

Sheldon variety equivalent to N-2 of 1801. 

Variety of 1826 erroneously called an overdate. 

Period Before Throat variety. 

Plain Edge Jefferson cent variety. 

Penny Whimsy valuation (in $) of S-55 in VF25. 

Knob on Ear variety number. 

Twelve Star variety of early cents. 

Wide Overdate with last zero high. 

Sprawled Ribbon Ends variety of 1797. 

Commoner LIHERTY variety. 

Year of cent associated with New Orleans. 

Silly Head variety with hole in ear. 

Cents of this early year are regarded as the hardest to identify and 
the hardest to find in upper conditions. 

Comet variety. 

Roman Stars variety. 

Rarer M Over E variety. 

Comma variety of 1800. 

Bisecting Crack Liberty Cap variety of 1793. 

Flat Pole, Sans Milling variety. 

Basal value (in $) which is highest for 1795 cents. 

1840 Over Large 18 variety. 

Clearest overdate of 1819. 

1844 Proofs-Only die with 18 first cut too high. 
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AN 1833 OVER 1832 CENT 


John D. Wright 


Recently Dr. Lapp forwarded to me a letter and a group of photographs of an 
1833 large cent which he had received from Jim Johnson, an EAC member and 
editor of "Collectors' Clearinghouse" in COIN WORLD. Jim had received another of 
the myriad of "extraordinary claims" which make his column so enjoyable, and he 
had forwarded the material to the EAC for our opinion. My answer, and the COIN 
WORLD photographs (if we can obtain them in time to reproduce for this issue) 
appear below. 
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My first examination of COIN WORLD'S photographs of the 1833 cent produced 
skepticism. Newcomb-4 of 1833 (this coin) was probably the first variety struck of 
this year, since it is die-linked to N-4 of 1831. Although this variety would seem 
the most likely candidate for an overdate, this specific coin seems to be of too late 
a die state (note the advanced breaks in the photos) to display these traces so 
strongly. 


However, if the variety is an overdate, earlier strikes must show the same 
traces at least as strongly, and the traces must be sufficiently regular to rule out die 
crumbling and sufficiently distinct to enable a judgment on the possible "sameness 
or "difference" of the underfigure. 

A close examination of the N-4 in my collection and of two others at my disposal, 
all of which were earlier strikes than the COIN WORLD specimen, dispelled all 
doubts. The underfigure trace does exist on all specimens examined, and the curvature 
of the trace matches that of a 2 and not that of a 3. The owner of the 1833 cent who sent 
the coin to COIN WORLD has made quite a notable discovery. I am convinced that 
Newcomb-4 of 1833 is indeed an overdate as he claims — an 1833/2 cent. 


It should be pointed out that the traces are lighted to their best advantage in 
the photographs. In the actual copper they are elusive at best, and it is not surprising 
that this discovery should wait almost ninety years after the first publication of the 
variety. The heavy line through the base of the 3 is a die crack and has nothing to do 
with the underfigure. The lump atop the final 3 is diagnostic to this variety, but bears 
no relation to its overdate status. 


The markings shown on the reverse are much clearer than the 2 under the 3 and 
have long been known. In fact, the "chip” to the left of the A in STATES, coupled with 
the position of the first star far right of the coronet point, has long been considered 
the diagnostic feature of the variety. This "chip" is the remnants of the top of a mis- 
placed A. Other "corrected positions" on this die include the top of an S between ES 
and traces (of the same letters) to the left of AMERI-A. 

Newcomb-4 is unquestionably the scarcest 1833, although no variety of 1833 will 
actually qualify as "rare". This variety is probably a high R3 or a low R4. 
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ODDS & ENDS 


Your Editor was pleased recently to receive a gift from Paul and Bob Carter 
of another oddity piece to add to his collection of large cent oddities. This piece has 
had the obverse surface shaved off and a large "5" stamped into the center of the 
coin; the reverse is intact. The coin has been holed at K12. As suggested by the 
Carters, the coin obviously was used to identify a particular key, perhaps to a hotel 
room, in the long, long ago. This is just another example of the many uses to which 
large cents were subjected. 

************* 

A letter to the Editor from Allen Corson is also of interest. Allen wrote: 

"Went up to the coin show at Fort Lauderdale today and picked up 
a love token on a large cent. This is in line with the article in 
PENNY-WISE No. 16 which was written by Paul and Bob Carter. 

The item is an 1848 large cent in VF-EF, with shaved reverse. 

The border is made up of hand-carved .leaves along a thin stem, 
topped by flowers. There is a legend: "To Soph! From Hi." The 
piece was purchased for $7.50. 

I have another large cent Love Token in my collection. Rarer 
still is a Foot Bridge Token from somewhere in New Jersey, I believe 
it's Elizabeth. I have a number of other such oddities in my collection, 
e.g. picked up an item on a Standing Liberty quarter the other day - 
date side has been shaved and engraved with a pair of drapes (could be 
window or stage curtains) between which is engraved "J. R. Fell" and 
below which is "Little Falls". 

Bought several pieces of rare Florida tokens today from an 
Orlando dealer. That's my real specialty. At FUN, bought 767 pieces 
of The Polk Company tokens from a hoard unearthed recently. Good 
trading stock. Overpaid for some Spuda sets, but you don't win them 
all. 

Last item today was an 1827 N-6, Stage I a toughie 

a nice Good paid $2. for it." 

**** ********* 

Charlie Funk recently forwarded the Editor a little squib which he noticed on 

the back of a restaurant check it appealed to him as sort of "inflation in 

reverse" and sent it along for EAC members to enjoy. The item states: "George 
Washington, our first President, pondered many of the Nation's problems over a 
refreshing dish of ice cream. During the summer of 1789, he spent #200. for 31 
half gallons of ice cream. It was surely a rich man's dessert. Today you don't need 
a fortune to enjoy it - for the same $200. you can now get 174 half gallons of delicious 
Friendly Ice Cream." 


************* 


Paul Carter wrote the Editor as follows: "Tom Wolf wrote me last week. His 

wife entered her Love Token collection in the FUN Show in Florida and took second 
place. She is pleased and rightly so - stiff competition there. After a two year search, 

I found a Love Token with her monogram on it and I sent it to her through Tom. Tom 
says she wears it all the time as a come-on, so when there is any inquiry as to what it 
is, she can launch into a tirade of her favorite pasttime, collecting Love Tokens. 

************* 

And Mrs. Margaret Beeler, who is affectionately known to the staff of PENNY- 
WISE as "Mama Mimeo" because of her work in re-typing the copy and mimeographing 
the bulletin, wrote as follows: "I want to express my heartfelt thanks to the EAC Club 

for their generous Christmas gift to me. I appreciate this thoughtfulness so very much 
and shall enjoy using it. I look forward to working on PENNY-WISE each time and wish 
for you and yours and the EAC Club a prosperous and happy New Year." 

************* 

Joseph Rattner's comments made the staff at PENNY-WISE feel quite happy and 
good. He said, "The editors and contributors to PENNY-WISE should be recommended 
for producing an excellent publication. Because it is a large effort by few people, I 
suggest in maintaining the quality at the expense of quantity. Therefore, four times a 
year may be enough. Why not request personal coin experiences such as evaluations 
of different shows and exhibits, dealers’ comments on the coin-buying public or their 
experiences with certain sales, customers, or shows? 

I would like for Herb Silberman to set down his personal experience as it relates 
to the founding and the history, to date, of the EAC Club. Does this suggest the need ^ 
of an archivist for the EAC? In that case I would suggest a younger member for the post. " 

************* 

And Burton L. Ebert wrote a long letter in which he said, "I don’t think you 
allowed enough space in the questionnaire to provide a meaningful reply to the question 
regarding the best-liked features. Anyone deeply interested must have a wider range 
than space provided. For instance, my notes indicate I was attracted by these 
articles, not necessarily in the order given: Overdate series by Wright; essay on 
grading by Pretsch; the articles on photography of coins; grading in Vol. 1, No. 2, 
p!9; Lapp’s census by guesstimate; Cooper's 1799 and 1804 cents; Cupro- 
coinology by Lapp (excellent); Loring's How to Attribute the 1800 s; Breen s new 
discoveries, the 1797 NC7, Proof Large Cents, and the Strawberry Leaf Cents; 

Reiver’s 1837 N-12; Lapp’s The 1794 S-48; Wright’s Types of 1839’s; Summary 
of the NC's by Lapp and Wright; and Wright's Notes on Cents 1816-1835. 

We need more articles on grading, attribution, photography (both prints and 
slides), and preservation. Some of us are called upon to address various coin clubs 
but lack the tools which enlargements and slides would supply. The artistically in- 
clined can make drawings about two to three feet square, but not many of us possess 
this skill. These facilities could help recruit new members. 

This brings me to something else the cry for prepunched copies. How 

ridiculous can we get? I wholeheartedly subscribe to the anonymous staff member s 
remarks in the last paragraph on page 8 of v-ol* 4, No. 1. 

I would like to suggest that first class mailing be eliminated in order to save 
cost. If P-W were a weekly publication, a day might be of some importance 
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(Editor's note: we tried this once and delivery was as late as two to four weeks after 
mailing,), but with an interval of 60 days it is not. If the membersnip can be gotten up 
to 200, a bulk permit can be obtained. By incorporating the EAC and having the organi- 
zation declared non-profit for educational purposes, another reduction rate could be 
obtained. Just a thought. I'm quite aware of the costs and also the tremendous effort 
you are pouring into the club." 

************* 

Then there's the letter to your Editor from Jack W. Ogilvie who is a movie pro- 
ducer in Hollywood and who serves as the Historian of the American Numismatic 
Association. Mr. Ogilvie wrote: "Dear Dr. Lapp - I nave been trying to get a letter 
off to you for quite some time. Mainly I wanted to thank you and the EAC for sending 
in two of your tokens to be placed in tne ANA Medal and Token Collection in ANA's 
Museum. Herewith is a receipt from the ANA office recognizing the gift. 

I was pretty certain that Howard Newcomb would pull a lot of votes in ANA's 
Numismatic Hall of Fame election last year (1968-69). Although he was not enshrined 
last year, I can tell you that he was pretty high up on the list of runners-up, and I feel 
that he has a good chance this year (1969-1970). There were fifteen carry-overs this 
time (nominees with less than thirteen votes), and the total list will not be so large 
this year." 

************* 

With the receipt for the two EAC tokens, Adna G. Wilde, Jr., Executive Director 
of the ANA, sent this letter: "Enclosed you will find a receipt for the two membership 
tokens Nos. 285 and 286 in the Early American Coppers Club. These tokens were for- 
warded to us by Jack Ogilvie. We do appreciate the thoughtfulness of the members of 
the Early American Coppers Club in donating these important additions to ANA’s 
museum. Their continued support of tne association is recognized." 

************* 

Julius Feldman wrote: "I now have three large three-ring binders crammed 
with info from PENNY-WISE, Sheldon, Newcomb, and others. Incidentally, the latest 
issue of P-W is a humdinger. And I'm still savoring the back issues I purchased from 
Bill Parks (Xerox copies). They're great! I also have a small 3x5 notebook which 
fits into my coat pocket very nicely, which is filled with info on grading, varieties, 
prices, descriptions, clue to quick attribution, etc, which I carry with me all the time 
and I find it extremely useful. If, perchance, I happen to stop into a coin shop, I can 
pull out my trusty notebook and with all that info at my finger tips, I've been able to pick 
up two or three sleepers." 

************* 

Paul Carter recently reported an interesting observation to the Editor. He 
wrote: "I picked up a small lot of coins last week which had been stored in a candy 

box, and there were ten large cents in the lot. One 1856 cent had candy stuck to it, 
and the sugar had badly pitted the coin in spots. It's a shame, because the rest of the 
coin is still nice and very sharp (Editor's note: probably EF). Just snows what im- 
proper care can do to a nice cent. I doubt very much that it had been in the box many 
years either." 

************* 
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Allen Corson's letter of February 5 said: "Congratulations on the January 15 issue 
of PENNY-WISE. It was fine, perhaps toe best ever, because you were able to include 
a few lines from so many, many members. There's strength in that kind of thing. 

Have recently done a run-down of my Newcomb pieces, strange now closely my 
coins parallel W. E. Johnson's findings. His very high rarities are the ones I do not 

fctciV© • 

* FUN is over. Was a big success. Saw a batch of approximately 650 large cents go 

for $1.40 apiece. Cherried one lot 8 pieces at $13. . . . .got two 1796's, one 1795, an 

1807 R5, an 1835 N-3 l/2 (not in Newcomb), and three junkers. Next event is FC 
show during the last week in March. Getting it off the ground now. 


***** 


******* 


From Willard Blaisdell: "Have just finished reading Part III of the article on the 
NC's by John Wright and yourself. 

For the record I own two 1801 NCI's, both F15, which are the Condition Census 
coins referred to and both of which have been verified by Dr. Sheldon. One of them was 
advertised for sale by T. J. Mooney in THE NUMISMATIST (October, 1963, page 1439). 
The other I obtained from a collector in Massachusetts. The obverse is better than F15, 

while the reverse is F15. T . o no 

You also mentioned the Ho llinbeck-Kagin NC3 in VF20. I bought this one, Lot 202 

in their 250th sale, on August 31, 1964. It was not quite a VF20 but was a little better 
than F15. Condition and variety have also been verified by Dr. Sheldon. 

As you have stated, the NC2 in F15 is in a New Jersey collection (mine). I do not 

own an NC4.” 

************* 

From Dan Brown of Dan Brown's Coin Shop, Inc., 1532 Broadway, Denver, 

Colorado, 80202: , 

"Thank you very much for your nice write-up about Dan Brown and Dan Brown s 

Coin Shop in the latest issue of PENNY-WISE. I appreciate it very much. I read the 
whole issue from one end to the other, and I found it to be very interesting. You are 
doing a marvelous job with this little publication, and you are certainly to be congratu- 
lated on your work. 

If there is anything further that I can help you with from Denver, please let me 
know. It would be a pleasure to do anything possible. I really don't know if we have had 
any calls for GUITON'S COIN GRADING GUIDE - 1793-1964 ($1.95), but I'm sure that 
if we haven't that we'll get some eventually. So, again my thanks to you." 

************* 

From Ray B. Fowler, 2890 Shenandoah Road, Riverside, California, 92506, 
addressed to Bill Parks: "Just a few words to let you know that I have moved and 
finally settled down. This will be my permanent address for a while, I hope. Am 
looking forward to a West Coast EAC convention. Hope this card finds all you Floridians 

healthy. Ray." 

************* 


And in his regular column "Lore of Numismatics" appearing in NUMISMATIC 
NEWS for February 10, Maurice M. Gould told of "A Rich Strike in Coppers" and gave 
a plug for the EAC. The article is worth looking up you'll enjoy it. 
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WALTER BREEN WRITES 


Regarding the last issue of PENNY-WISE (No. 16): 

I had better get the terminology into complete agreement before we go on much 
further, since my version appears in the various sections of the manuscript circulating 
among the Newcomb Revision committee. These are the disagreements so far: 

DIE. Properly, WORKING DIE. My definition is the same as Capt. Wright's 
except that I would use "impressed" rather than "engraved". Peripheral details 
hand-punched into all working reverses 1816-35; wreaths and heads hubbed; nothing 
engraved except occasional minor corrections or ICs. 

HUB. Steel cylinder bearing a relief design, used to impart the same to 
WORKING DIES. Dents or scratches inflicted on a hub will appear in relief on all 
working dies made from that hub, and be in turn incuse on all coins struck from any of 
those working dies. 

DISHED DIE. I use this term ONLY to cover instances where center of die has 
given way, producing a raised weak are on the coin, e.g. 1818 N-4 obv. 

K POSITIONS. Coin MUST be held so that feature being examined is upright. 
Where entire coin is being considered, clock positions can be used, e.g. "rim break 
2:00-2:45", meaning same as K2-K2 l/2. 

MEASUREMENTS BETWEEN STARS. Not used 1816-35 as all obverse dies 
of this period possess other differential diagnostic features. Nor will measurements 
of any kind on reverse, where at all possible. Deviations of order of l/4 to l/2 mm. 
can be produced by weaker or heavier impressions of hub into die and/or of lettering 
into die, and/or weaker or heavier striking of coin, and/or lapping of dies. Locus 
classicus of this situation is 1835 M Type of '36 and all reverses through 1839. 

POSITION. I originally used "Curl begins" in same sense as Capt. Wright's 
"fore edge of curl" for sake of brevity; will accept his emendation as unambiguous. 

For 1838-9, position of 24th leaf (at final A) will be used. 

FIRST S, FINAL S. Always of STATES, of course. 

FIRST A, FINAL A of AMERICA. In some instances, Al, A2, A3 will be used 
for the respective A's of STATES and AMERICA; Tl, T2, T3, T4 for T's in UNITED 
STATES and CENT; El, E2, E3, E4, E5 for the E’s UNITED STATES, AMERICA, 
and ONE CENT. 

HAIR. Exception to the definition of CURL will be implicit in use of CURL 
POINT 1840-57 as a diagnostic feature (i.e. position over a numeral). 

IC. Following states are recognized: TRACES (fragments only), PARTIAL 
(one or more long arcs, total less than l/2 the circle), NEARLY COMPLETE, 
BROKEN (complete except for one or more short interruptions, as 1830 N-l), 
COMPLETE. IC's are uniformly found on obverses where they exist at all. 

"ITALIC LETTERS". Delete; same as "bifurcations" in Bolender book on 
silver dollars. Not a question of die state; this is merely a peculiarity of striking. 
Where it occurs, other details are likely to be rather indefinite, notably centers and 
dentilations , and stars are often "drawn to edge" — joined to dentils by raised lines. 


WIDE/CLOSE DATE. For 1822 I have used "Close Date" to refer to N-l and 
2; "Divided Date" to N-3 (1 8 22), "Wide Date" for the rest. Generally, "Wide 
Date" is accompanied by a modifier to reduce ambiguity, e.g. "Wide Even Date for 
1825 N-10 or 1816 N-9. 

Herb Silbermam The earliest use I've found for the word ClNT is about the 
100-unit piece or tenth mark in the 1783 silver NOVA CONSTELLATIO patterns. 
There, CENT (obviously from Latin centum ) means 100 rather than 1/100. But you 
are apparently right about the Massachusetts 1786 usage being first. 

Denis Loring: I used to make rent money by cherrypicking large cents. 

Gimbels was a frequent source until someone told them that I had found two $500. 
coins among the group they had sold me for under $20. I still do it occasionally, but 
the pickings are slimmer. A few other key points which is used are, 

1794 - extremely wide date (several rare ones, no common); 1797 
dtyle II R; 1798 Style I R except for the easily identified S -145 and 148; 1798 Rev. 
EE (die cut, A3 to right ribbon) without the defect (S-182-3, latter with IB almost 
touching); 1798 big bald spot below ear, normal fraction (S-180); 1802 - 8 far too 
low, leaning right, reverse NCT incomplete bows (NC2); 1802 - four berries right, 
one missing at E of ONE (S-238); 1801 - pointed first 1 with out 1/000 reverse or 
wavy cracks near brow (S-214, 215, NCI, 2 and 4); etc. 

Ned Bush: Quiz 1801 S-223, about grade 7 (uncertainty in ALL these is in 

surface); 1803 S-245, rare rim break, might grade about 8 but with initials; 

1800 3-197, 12 to 15 depending on surface - or higher, or lower; 1807 S-276, 3 or 4 
depending on how much lettering is actually present; 1797 - my copy on this is very 
blurry but looks like S-138 - a split grade 6/4, call it 5 - lower only if reverse is 
corroded rather than merely porous; 1798 S-172, probably was VF before stripping, 

now F15? - photo blurry may have to guess at amount of leaves and hair; 

1798 S-174, looks like grade 10; 1797 3-131, grade 4 but attractive for this degree of 
wear; would probably sell as a 5. I'll stick to 4 though. 

What this quiz proves, unfortunately, is that even this fine-screen photo 
reproduction is limited for grading purposes by quality of run-offs. 

Lapp and Wright - NC listings. 1801 NCI can be told from 3-215 by lacking 
the straight die crack on reverse found on all 215's, if the piece is clear enough 
down there to show presence or absence of a break. If too worn, location of the die 
injury at ES OF will be enough to remove doubt as to the true attribution. Aside from 
this, I have nothing much to add to the list of NC's other than my appreciation. 

Peace - 

Walter Breen. 
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TWO CENTS WORTH 


The following notes were forwarded to Bill Parks along with dues payments: 

From Gordon Gill: "Lucky you - 8 above zero and snowing here; windy 15 MFH; 

prediction - five below zero tonighto PENNY-WISE is the best ever for large 
cent collectors. " 

From Willard C. Blaisdell: "Just a short note to let you know how much I appre- 

ciate the work you are doing on PENNY-WISE. The articles therein have 
revitalized my interest in large cents which have been my Number One Interest 
in the collecting of U. S. coins for the past fifty years." 

From James G. Johnson: "Use the extra ^5. to help on expenses." 

From Ted Naftzger: "PENNY-WISE is super and I have enjoyed every issue. You 

are a good guy to carry so much of a load, just for fun, and I earnestly hope that 
the other members appreciate it as I do. 

Here are my dues, my address plate is OK, and please suggest that Mr. 

W. E. (Bill) Johnson of Boulder City, Nevada, be added to the Reiver-Blaisdell- 
Breen team which is producing an up-dated NEWCOMB 1816-1857. He has 
done a lot of work on it already, as you know." 

From Anthony J. Modarelli: "January issue tops !" 

From Capt. Darwin B. Palmer, Jr.: "Here are the dues for 1970. Keep up the good 

work as in the past. 

Do you ever get copper coins of British Honduras, Sarawak, or the Straits 
Settlements? If so, perhaps you may have some which I need. Please let me 
know of any." 

From Ike Malinger: "Enclosed is this year's dues. I've been a member of EAC for 

about six months now, and during this time I've been unable to devote the time 
that I would have liked to devote to my large cents. But now that I've graduated 
from college andhave completed my active duty in my National Guard unit, I 
hope to be an asset to EAC. Keep up the good work. 

There's one thing which I would like to mention, as I feel it may help our 
club. I feel that there is not enough contact between the members of our club. 

If more of us would communicate with each other I'm sure that all of us would 
benefit from the knowledge that each of us may have, whether we be amateur 
or expert. " 

From Nolan L. Deborde: "Bill, enclosed please find my dues for 1970 plus an extra 

fin for the kitty. " 

From Ray Waterman: "Sorry I'm late with my dues. I enjoy PENNY-WISE very 

much, although I'm always late in reading same. I'm against holes in the 
paper. I just remove the staple in the center and re-staple in the top left 
corner. " 
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From Paul W. Patterson: "Enclosed please find my dues for the 1970 year. Keep 

up the good work in PENNY-WISE. I keep all my copies and intend to have 
them hard-bound. " 

From James Norwood: "Enclosed find my 1970 dues. Although I have been unable to 

actively participate in EAC activities, I have certainly enjoyed the information 
contained in each issue of PENNY-WISE. The Editor and officers have made 
the publication very informative." 

W. G. Blanton, Allen Corson, and Norman T. Waitt also sent generous contributions 
along with their dues payments, for which EAC is most grateful. 

From Paul W. Paterson, 276 Riveredge Road, New Shrewsbury, N. J. 

"Dear Mr. Parks: I am enclosing a Xerox copy (not a good one) of my EAC 

membership certificate which I had altered and mounted on a 7 l/2 x 9" cardboard, so 
that I could have it framed. An artist friend did the alteration for me and he said that 

he would be willing to do any amount of them with name and number for $1. 

each. He also does them for Rutgers University at New Brunswick and gets $1.50 for 
just doing the student's name. 

If any of the members would care to have their certificates so altered, I would be 
glad to handle this free of charge on my part, but as these weigh 4 oz. , there would be 
24£ postage for first class mail. I will supply the envelope free. You could say this: 
$1. for the artist and 25 handling charge. " 

(Editor's Note: Member Paterson's sample is a lovely alteration, suitable for 

framing. The name and number are beautifully done in large English script letters. 
EAC expresses its thanks to Paul for his kind offer and for bringing this to the 
members' attention. ) 

************* 


EAC LIBRARY 

A number of members stated on their questionnaires that they would be happy to 
donate n um ismatic journals, catalogues, and books if the EAC went ahead with plans to 
establish a library. Some members have already forwarded such contributions. 

If you have any material which you would be willing to contribute, please forward 
it to Warren A. Lapp, 731 East 22nd Street, Brooklyn, New York 11210. 

All such material will be placed on file and listed in a succeeding issue of P-W. 

It will be available on loan to members who request it. Details will be carried in the 
next issue of PENNY-WISE. 


"A FUNNY THING HAPPENED ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM" or "HOW LONG 
IS THAT LONG ARM OF COINCIDENCE, ANYWAY?" 

by Charles Funk, EAC 59 

'Most every coin collector goes about his hobby in his own way, as most other 
collectors will quickly agree. With me, once I'd reached the realization that I 
couldn't long be satisfied with just the coins I might find in circulation, I decided that, 
regardless of the general condition of my collection, I wanted to have, eventually, at 
least one specimen of any series that I was trying seriously to collect, in uncirculated 
condition. 

At first, this was easy. It's never hard to find samples of the current coinage’ - 
in "uncirculated" condition in one's pocket change, even though you know full well that 
the pieces have already changed hands at least twice and that, strictly, they have 
circulated. The job gets a little tougher when you begin to go back in time, but oncd 
you learn of the existence of coin dealers, it's still possible, though more and more 
costly as the time span increases. Anyway, basically, this seemed to be a practical’ ~ 
goal for one after another of the several series as I continued to expand my interests. 
Nor did I, at first anyway, see any reason to change this goal when I eventually worked 
back into the era of large cents. 

So when, one day, I found an ad in "Coin World" for an uncirculated large cent at 
a price that I could afford, off went my order, and soon afterward along came the piece. 
I looked it over carefully, noted the nice, even, slightly-toned mint color, but noted 
also that some of the high spots seemed a little less than sharp. So I promptly hied 
me off to my local, trusted coin dealer and asked his opinion. He opined that I had 
nothing to worry about - the color was such that it couldn't have been done artifically, 
and the diminished sharpness must reflect the fact that it had been slightly weakly 
struck. The date thereof, by the way, was 1841. 

Time went on, the cent collection continued to grow, and I learned that there were 
such things as varieties, and that a couple of people named Sheldon and Newcomb had 
prepared catalogues of these. Having, after some delay, found vendors of these 
catalogues and obtained one of each, I started the task of finding out which varieties 
were present in my set of cents. My Unc. 1841 turned out to be a Newcomb 7. . ! 

,.4 1‘VM' r.- 

More time passed, EAC for formed, and, upon joining, I received a copy of 
Johnson's rightly famous LC-167A, with B hard upon its heels, and back through 
the collection I went to locate the sub-varieties, or, if you prefer, the identified die- 
states. My beauty is a 7 -a. 

Then came the January, 1968, issue of PENNY-WISE, and fellow-member John 
Ward's comments on the scarcity of higher grade 1841s. What could I do but gloat? 

It looks as though I'd stumbled on a real good thing! Like the time when the last of the 
banks had yielded up almost the last of their silver dollars, and I stopped by an out-of- 
town bank one day. Two tellers were looking at the bank's last two cartwheels, and one 
wondered to the other what the little 0 on the back meant. I offered to give him a 
dollar for it, he accepted, and it proved to be an Unc. 1903. Somehow I never did tell 
him about the little 0 ! 
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Well, I'd better get back to my story. We come, now, to late 1969* and I've gone 
off to a nearby coin show to further my search for the Coronet cents that have become 
my special interest. (Yes, I do have my "Unc." of this series, too it s an 1818 
Randall Hoard piece - N-lOb. ) And, as I made the circuit of the bourse tables, one of 
the dealers commented that he had a beauty of a large cent that I should look at. 

I did - it was a really lovely uncirculated specimen, nicely struck up, and as close to 
fiery mint red as anything can be after 128 years. But it was an 1841* and I had one, 
so I passed it by only remarking, in view of Ward's comments, that he ought to get his 
price ($110) eventually. 

Then, two weeks ago, at another coin show, the same dealer approached me 
again. He hadn't sold the coin, and was in a bit of a bind for cash. Might I be interested 
in having it at his cost? How could I go wrong? Home it came, and out came Newcomb* 
Surely you've all guessed the ending. Newcomb lists seven varieties of 1841 - Johnson 
breaks these down into a total of 13 die states. But, odds of 13 to 1 notwithstanding, 
you're right, I am now the owner of two Unc. specimens of N-7a! 

Anyone want a nice 1841? See "Swaps & Sales" ! 

***£********* 

WANT TO ENTER THE EAC MAIL BID SALE? 

EAC plans to hold a Mail Bid Sale of large cents and the listing will be made in the 
May 15 issue of PENNY-WISE. Denis W. Loring, assisted by his wife Paula, will be 
the auctioneer. 

Members may submit up to five large cents for listing in the Mail Bid Sale. They 
should mail their coins to Denis W. Loring, 259 Summer Street, Somerville, Massa- 
chusetts, 02143, along with a description of each coin as they wish it to appear and its 
reserve price. (Of course, if a member wishes to donate one or more coins, the 
proceeds from the sale of which would go to EAC, these also are welcome and will be 
listed as such. ) Loring will compile the entire listing and publish it, along with a bid 
sheet, in the May 15 issue of PENNY-WISE. The sale will close on June 15, 

The auctioneer will notify the successful bidders and request payment for same. 
Any coins not sold will be returned promptly. Coins will be forwarded to the successful 
bidders upon receipt of payment, and consignors will be paid promptly thereafter. As 
is customary, the bidder will pay postage and insurance. There is no charge to the 
consignor. 

A listing of prices realized will appear in the July 15 issue of PENNY-WISE. 

If there should be any serious differences of opinion between consignor and 
auctioneer as to grading, attribution, description, etc., such differences will be fully 
settled before coin is listed. 

The EAC will assume no responsibility for disputes between buyer and seller, but 
will attempt to arbitrate any differences if they should arise. 
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EARLIER NOTES ON 


THE JEFFERSON HEAD CENTS 
by Francis Worcester Doughty 

The following is reprinted from Doughty's "The Cents of the United States - A 
Numismatic Study", which was published in 1890 by the Scott Stamp and Coin Company, 
New York. 

The obverse on the Jefferson Head cent differs entirely from all other varieties 
of the Liberty Cap cents. The facial expression is coarse, the hair long and stiff; 
the usual hair ribbon above the forehead is lacking and the pole is thin and short. The 
letters of the word LIBERTY are regular and widely spaced, and are much heavier 
than upon other varieties. The extreme measurement of the word is 11 mm. , the letter 
L being 1 mm. distant from the cap while the forelock points to the letter R. The cap 
is much smaller than upon other varieties, its extreme length being 5 1/2 mm. , ex- 
treme width 4 mm. The date is small and cramped, the figures are thin and irregular 
and present the appearance of having been engraved. Extreme measurement of date, 

4 1/2 mm. Distance from the figure 1 to the point of the bust, 6 l/4 mm. 

The reverse of this cent differs from all others of the series, as does the ob- 
verse. The letters of the legend are coarse and heavy. The wreath is badly 
executed; the leaves in many instances being entirely without stems, while in others 
the stems are unusually long. The ribbon bow is unusual also in being tied in three 
loops and the fraction is very large. 

Edge: plain. Struck upon a thick planchet. A counterfeit . 

Beyond all question the Jefferson Head cent of 1795 is a counterfeit. One glance 
(at its obverse) in comparison with the others of the Liberty Cap series should be 
quite sufficient to show any person open to conviction that it never emanated from the 
United States Mint. 

As we cannot include it in our list, we have omitted to number the Jefferson 
Head cent, and for the further enlightment of the reader would call his attention to 
the following, which appeared in the COIN COLLECTOR'S JOURNAL, Vol. V, 
page 35: 

"The so-called 'Jefferson Head' cent was probably so named for the same reason 
as the Guinea pigs, because they are not pigs and do not come from Guinea. The 
portrait on the piece does not resemble Jefferson, nor did he have aught to do with 
the issue, while last, but not least, it is not a cent, but undoubtedly a counterfeit of 
the cent of 1795, struck somewhere about the year 1803. The workmanship and style 
of every portion of this piece show that the dies were never executed at the United 
States Mint. The hair alone should be sufficient to condemn it, since no artist employed 
in the Mint from its first establishment would have engraved such a stiff unnatural 
mass while having for models the beautiful wavy locks which adorn the earlier coins. 
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The figures and letters are totally unlike any used on the cents. The figures of the 
fraction are the size of those of the cent of 1803. The wreath, with its lobster-claw 
leaves and three-looped bow, furnishes further evidence of the inexpert tool of an 
imitator, who had before him different types of cents and engraved the least difficult 
part of each. The short and narrow serrated border on the reverse is unlike any used 
in 1795, while the absence of border ornamentation on the obverse, even on the best 
specimens, would seem to indicate that a worn cent had been copied." 


EDITOR'S NOTE: 

Between 1879 and 1883 David Troskey, a coin dealer and numismatist, contri- 
buted to THE COIN COLLECTOR'S JOURNAL a series of articles containing detailed 
description of the varieties of cents for the years 1795-1814; and he established de- 
signations by which the various dies came to be known. Later, Proskey authored some 
revisions of the study and these appeared in 1887 and continued until the JOURNAL 
suspended publication in December, 1888. Thereafter, the job remained unfinished, 
with about a third of the available varieties having been missed entirely. Subsequently, 
Proskey turned over all his material, including many unfinished notes, to Francis 
Worcester Doughty, another coin dealer. 

Doughty, who had never shown any interest in large cents and who, it is said, 
barely knew one date from another, republished in book form under his own name the 
whole series of Proskey's articles, including the unfinished notes without revision. 

This publication "The Cents of The United States" appeared in 1890, being published 
by the Scott Stamp and Coin Company, New York. The book was well accepted and 
received wide circulation. Soon "Doughty numbers" designating the various large cent 
varieties were the order of the day for cent collectors. 

In 1934 Holland A. Davis of Denver, Colorado, after trying unsuccessfully for 
several years to secure a copy of Doughty's book at what he considered a fair and 
reasonable price, had Doughty's "The Cents of the United States" reprinted exactly. 
This reprint, paperbound, was sold slightly above cost. This reprint is the one most 
readily available today from dealers in old numismatic texts. 


************* 


************* 


EAC WELCOMES THE FOLLOWING NEW MEMBERS 


Frank Overm eye r, Jr., 8250 S. W. 99th Street, Miami, Florida 
Ralph C. Langham, 1 Crescent Court, Peeksville, New York 
Charles E. Plunkett, 105 North Quapaw Avenue, Bartlesville, Oklahoma 
Harry G. Forman, P. O. Box 5756, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


33156 


10566 


74003 


19120 


ANSWERS TO FIRST PHOTO-PENNY QUIZ (January 15 issue) 

Edward R. Bush, M.D. 

The response to our first P-PQ was both enthusiastic in tenor and gratifyingly 
large In amount. It occasioned a variety of comments as to quality of reproduction, type 
of material used, and general format of the project. All the comments were con- 
structive and truly helpful. A total of 28 answers were received. In chronological 
order, they were: 


David Fischer 

Ohio 

Raymond Chatham 

Mo. 

John Wright 

Ga. 

Richard Mario r 

N. J. 

Denis Loring 

Mass. 

George Pretsch 

N. Y. 

Martin Post 

Cal. 

Julius Feldman 

Ariz. 

Charles Stillwell 

N. Dak. 

R. L. McArthy 

Va. 

Tom Wolf 

Fla. 

Gordon Harnack 

Ind. 

Paul & Bob Carter 

Mass. 

Jeff Oliphant 

Cal. 

Charles Funk 

Conn. 

Ika Malinger 

N. J. 

Alan Meghrig 

Calif. 

Allen Corson 

Fla. 

George Ramont 

Pa. 

Walter Breen 

N. Y. 

W. G. Blanton 

N. C. 

Robert Gunderson 

N. Y. 

Charles Latham 

Ind. 

Charles Blood 

Me. 

Ted Naftzger 

Cal. 

Gordon Wrubel 

Mich. 


Paul Munson N. H. 

Without further discussion, here are the answers to the first P-PQ. Following 
the attributions, the per cent of correct answers is listed. The grading is listed in 
two different ways: the obverse-reverse grading used by most of the panel,., and the 
single whole-coin grading given by Dr. Sheldon as he evaulated each coin. The last 
column is the average of all the answers given, with the highest and lowest grades 
mentioned for each coin. The latter figures are of interest in indicating the general 
trend of our grading and to a degree give an indication of the accuracy of the photography. 


Coin 

Attribution 

% Correct 

Grade by 

Grade by 

Range of answers 



Answers 

panel 

WHS 



1 . 

S-223 

100% 

7/8 

8 

Average 

7.6 

(4-15) 

2, 

3-245 

87% 

8/8 

10 

6.6 

(3-12) 

3. 

S-197 

96% 

20/18 

15 

14.7 

(4-25) 

4. 

S-276 

100% 

5/6 

7 

3.0 

(1-5) 

5. 

S-138 

91% 

10/8 

8 

6.3 

(4-12) 

6. 

8-172 

83% 

25/20 

15 

26.2 

(8-40) 

7. 

S-174 

74% 

12/12 

10 

12.3 

(6-25) 

8. 

S-131 

91% 

5/6 

6 

4.6 

(3-7) 


To form any opinions or to derive any conclusions from the above data is risky 
at least, and perhaps suicidal. I'll be the coward and let the readers derive their own 
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conclusions. The only point that really seems obvious to me is one which is known by 
most experts and was demonstrated here quite clearly: the 1798's are the most diffi- 

cult to attribute of the series. Perhaps in a future issue, someone might take up the 
task of clarifying, with photographs, the six Sheldon diagnostic groups to explain the 

differences. 

In conclusion, let me say that the quality of the answers was generally excellent 
and indicated that literally hundreds of hours were spent in assembling them. I want to 
thank all who participated, the novices as well as the experts with many years of know- 
ledge and experience, for helping to get this project off the ground. Perhaps m this way 
all of us can learn a little more about this tremendously interesting field of recognizing 
and grading our large cents . 

Quite a few constructive comments were made, all of which were greatly appre- 
ciated. Some pertinent comments follow: 

Concerning the photography: 

David Fischer - "There appears to be a little too much glare from the lighting in 

some." ... , ,, 

John Wright - "I'd suggest less sharp highlights and nearer life-sized photos, 

say 1 l/2. " , . ,, , 

Raymond Chatham - "The only criticism I have with the photography is the obverse 

of #5 (unless you have really thrown us a curve and published a cent not in my P&NNY 
WHIMSY or 'ones reported' ). In the photo, the left foot of R does not look like it touches 

HWH. This has to be reverse O, however." 

Charles A. Blood - "My experience has been that photo generally make a coin 

appear sharper than it really is, caused, I think, by light shadows. 

Concerning the coins: 

W. G. Blanton - "I had a feeling that the coins might be better than shown by the 

photos, but felt that I must grade by what I saw." 

Jeff Oliphant - "When choosing coins to be photographed, choose coins of higher 

grade and of higher rarity. " 

Warren A, Lapp - "The coins in the lower grades best suit our interests.. ... . 

they are most commonly seen and traded, and perhaps the most difficult to grade. 

Concerning the format: 

Robert T. Gunderson - "I wonder if it would be possible for F-W to arrange tor 
the photographing of certain pre-graded cents and then distribute 'glossy prints' at the 
recipient's expense?" 

Concerning the P-PQ: . 

Charles Stillwell - "This let's try our hand at varieties we don t have and might not 

see for years. " 

Concerning the lighting: „ 

George Pretsch - "The photographs, I feel, could use a little more light. 

Concerning things in general: 

Charles Funk - "My sense of purism resents the fact that everyone calls them 
'Penny' this and that. " "It's so difficult to tilt a photograph left and right under the light 
to try to catch the elusive die-cracks that so often help in attribution. No photograph 

can accurately depict three dimensions into two." 
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SWAPS & SALES 


This list represents some U. S. coins I am offering for sale or trade in order to continue 
to. collect the coppers. If you are interested, please make your offers reasonably close 
to the value. 


CENTS CENTS (Continued) 


1 

1857 

VF 

44 

1920 

UNC 

2 

1857 

F+ 

45 

1925 

UNC 

3 

1857 

F 

46 

1926 

UNC 

4 

1857 

F 

47 

1930 

UNC 

5 

1857 

G 

48 

SET OF 

LINCOLNS (1) 

6 

1858 

LL F 




7 

1858 

LL F 







NICKELS 


8 

1858 

LL VG 




9 

1858 

SL F 

49 

1882 

UNC 

10 

1858 

SL VG 

50 

1883 

UNC 

11 

1858 

SL VG 

51 

1884 

XF 

12 

1863 

UNC 

52 

1887 

UNC 

13 

1864 

F 

53 

1892 

VF 

14 

1864 

UNC 

54 

1901 

VF 

15 

1864-L 

POOR 

55 

1903 

XF 

16 

1864-L 

UNC 

56 

1904 

VF 

17 

1865 

ABOUT GOOD 

57 

1908 

VF 

18 

1865 

ABOUT GOOD 

58 

5 CENT 

INDIANS COMPLETE 

19 

1866 

VG 




20 

1867 

UNC 




21 

1867 

G 

THREE CENT NICKELS 

22 

1873 

OPEN 3 F 

59 

1865 

UNC 

23 

1874 

VG 

60 

1870 

UNC 

24 

1874 

UNC 

61 

1876 

PROOF 

25 

1875 

VG 

62 

1878 

PROOF 

26 

1881 

UNC 

63 

1880 

PROOF 

27 

1882 

UNC 

64 

1882 

PROOF 

28 

1887 

UNC 

65 

1885 

PROOF 

29 

1897 

UNC 

66 

1886 

PjttOGF 

30 

1898 

UNC 

67 

1887/6 

PROOF 

31 

1898 

UNC 




32 

1899 

UNC 




33 

1899 

AU 

THREE CENT SILVER 

34 

1899 

UNC 

68 

1851-0 

VF 

35 

1900 

UNC 

69 

1853 

XF/AU 

36 

1903 

UNC 

70 

1855 

F+ 

37 

1905 

UNC 

71 

1856 

VG 

38 

1907 

UNC 

72 

1857 

VG 

39 

1909 

UNC 

73 

1858 

VG 

40 

1916 

UNC 

74 

1860 

UNC 

41 

1918 

UNC 

75 

1860 

F 

42 

1919 

UNC 

76 

1861 

PROOF 

43 

1918D 

UNC 

77 

1866 

PROOF 


HALF DIMES 


78 

1837 

NO STARS SMALL DATE 
GOOD/POOR 

79 

1838-0 

NO STARS VG 

80 

1845 

UNC 

81 

1846 

VF+ 

82 

1853 

NO ARROWS XF+ 

83 

1853 

ARROWS VF (MARKED) 

84 

1853-0 

ARROWS VF 

85 

1854 

VF+ 

86 

1854-0 

XF 

87 

1855 

XF 

88 

1853-0 

NO ARROWS VF 

89 

1860-0 

UNC 

90 

1863 

(MIS-HANDLED PROOF) VF 

91 

1863-S 

XF REVERSE MARKED 

92 

1866 

(MIS-HANDLED PROOF) XF 

(1) 

1909 to 1934 better than fine, '37 to 
'63 B.U. No. 1909S V.D;B. 22 plain 
55 double 

(2) 1913-1938-D average better than fine 
135, 13-Dtype 2 fine, 14-DVG 
1918/17 fine plus, 1937-D three 
legged AU ( retail about $1000.00) 

DIMES 

93 

1809 

G+ 

94 

1811/09 

F 

95 

1814 

LARGE DATE 

96 

1820 

LARGE O VF 

97 

1820 

LARGE O G 

98 

1820 

SMALL O VG 

99 

1822 

FAIR 

100 

1823/2 

LARGE Es VG 

101 

1823/2 

SMALL E,s VG 

102 

1823/2 

LARGE E,s G 

103 

1824/2 

F 

104 

1825 

G 

105 

1827 

VG 

106 

1828 

LARGE DATE VF (R5) 

107 

1838-0 

F 

107 A 1838 

SM. ST. VG 

107B 1838 

LS. XF 

108 

1840 

Drape VG 

109 

1841 

XF 

110 

1841-0 

F 

111 

1842 

F 

112 

1842-0 

VF 


DIMES (Continued) 


113 

1843 

F 

114 

1843-0 

G 

115 

1844 

VF 

116 

1845 

UNC 

117 

1847 

VG+ 

118 

1848 

VF 

119 

1849 

VF 

120 

1849-0 

VF 

121 

1850 

XF 

122 

1850-0 

VF 

123 

1851 

VG 

124 

1851-0 

VG 

125 

1852 

VG 

126 

1852-0 

VF/XF 

127 

1853 

ARROWS VG 

128 

1853-0 

VG 

129 

1854 

VG 

130 

1854-0 

G 

131 

1856 

SMALL DATE VF 

132 

1856 

SMALL DATE VF 

133 

1856-0 

XF 

134 

1857 

VG 

135 

1857-0 

VG 

136 

1858 

F 

137 

1858-0 

F 

138 

1859 

VF 

139 

1859-0 

XF 

140 

1860-S 

VF 

141 

1860-0 

LEGEND OBV VG 

142 

1861-3 

VG 

143 

1860 

PROOF (MIS -HANDLED) 

144 

1863 

PROOF (MIS-HANDLED) 

145 

1866-S 

VF 

146 

1867-S 

F 

147 

1868 

VF 

148 

1868-3 

XF 

149 

1870-3 

F 

150 

1871 

XF 

151 

1872 

- AU/UNC 

152 

1872CC 

Fine (NICKED) 

153 

1873 -S 

FINE 

154 

1875 

UNC 

155 

1875CC 

MM IN WREATH XF 

156 

1875CC 

MM Below G 

157 

1877 

UNC 

158 

1877-3 

CHOICE UNC 

159 

1878 

XF 

160 

1878 

PROOF 


DIMES (Continued) QUARTERS (Continued) 


161 

1883 

VF 

205 

1875 

VF 

162 

1884 -S 

F 

206 

1875-S 

VF 

163 

1885 

VF 

207 

1876 

VF 

164 

1885-S 

VF+ 

208 

1876-CC 

VF 

165 

1878-CC 

VF 

209 

1876-S 

VF 

166 

1880 

F 

210 

1877 

XF 

167 

1891 

UNC 

211 

1878-S 

VF 

168 

1905-S 

UNC 

212 

1879 

Proof 

169 

SET OF 

MERCURYS 

213 

1880 

UNC 

170 

1916 to 1945-S '16-D abt. VF '42/lXF 

214 

1881 

F (R6) 


'18-D, 20-D Unc and most later dates 

215 

1882 

VF ( R6 ) 


(Retail about $900.00) 

216 

1884 

G/F 




217 

1885 

PROOF 

QUARTERS 


218 

1889 

XF 




219 

1890 

UNC 

171 

1806/5 

ABOUT GOOD STRONG 

220 

1891-0 

VG 



DATE 

220A 

Standing 

; liberty quarters 16 thr 

172 

1815 

F 


30s No. 

18/17 16F 17{I) 18,20, 

173 

1818 

F 


24D,25,: 

26,27,28,29,30 UNC 

174 

1818 

F 


17D( 1 1) , 

17S(II), 21, (SCRATCHED) 

175 

1820 

LARGE O F 


24S XF 

19D, 19S, 26S VF+ 

176 

1821 

VF INITIALS 


(Retail About $1,300.00) 

177 

1822 

VF 




178 

1824/2 

VG 

HALVES 


179 

1828 

25/50 F 




180 

1832 

LONG ARROWS VF 

221 

1806/5 

F (KNOBBED 6 LARGE 

181 

1833 

NO PERIOD F 



STAR) 

182 

1835 

PERIOD VG 

222 

1807 

VF+ 

183 

1836 

VF 

223 

1807 

(BUST LEFT) 50/25 XF 

184 

1837 

F 

224 

1807 

(BUST LEFT) 50/25 F 

185 

1838 

VF (LIBERY HEAD) 

225 

1810 

UNC 

186 

1838 

VF (SEATED) 

226 

1812/11 

XF 

187 

1839 

XF 

227 

1812 

VF 

188 

1840-0 

(NO DRAPERY) XF 

228 

1813 

UNC 

189 

1844 

VF 

229 

1814 

UNC 

190 

1844-0 

VF 

230 

1814 

(3 LEAF REVERSE) VF 

191 

1850 

VF 

231 

1815/12 

XF 

196 

1851 

VG 

232 

1817 

(COMET) XF/AU 

193 

1852-0 

UNC (CLEANED) 

233 

1817 

F/VF 

194 

1855-0 

VF 

234 

1820 

XF (LARGE WIDE DATE 

195 

1855-0 

VG 



SQUARE 2) 

196 

1855-S 

VG+ 

235 

1822/1 

VF 

197 

1857 -S 

XF 

236 

1834 

(LARGE DATE & LETTERS) 

198 

1865 -S 

VF 



XF 

199 

1866 

F 

237 

1834 

(SMALL DATE & LETTERS 

200 

1866-S 

VF 



LARGE STARS) XF 

201 

1873 

NO ARROWS PROOF GEM 

238 

1834 

(SMALL DATE HEAD 

202 

1872-CC 

G/FR 



OF ’35) XF 

203 

1873-S 

XF (MARKED) 

239 

1838 

VF 

204 

1874-S 

VF 

240 

1839 

F 


HALVES (Continued) 

241 

1838 

VF 

242 

1839-0 

XF/AU 

243 

1840 

VF 

244 

1840-0 

(SMALL O) F+ 

245 

1842 

(SMALL DATE) XF 

246 

1844-0 

F (DOUBLE PUNCHED 
DATE) (E6) F 

247 

1846 

(6 OVER HORIZ. 6) VG 

248 

1846-0 

(SMALL DATE) F 

249 

1846-0 

(SMALL DATE) VG 

250 

1847-0 

F 

251 

1847 

UNC 

252 

1848 

VF 

253 

1849 

VG 

254 

1849-0 

VF 

255 

1850-0 

VF 

256 

1851 

XF/AU 

257 

1852 

XF 

258 

1854-0 

XF 

259 

1854-0 

(RECUT 8&5) XF 

260 

1854-0 

(RECUT 8&5) XF 

261 

1855-0 

VG 

262 

1856 

F 

263 

1856-0 

VF 

264 

1857 

XF 

265 

1857-0 

VF 

266 

1857-0 

VG 

267 

1856-0 

(DOUBLE PUNCHED 
DATE) XF 

268 

1857-S 

(MEDIUM MINT MARK) 
XF 

269 

1857-S 

(MEDIUM MINT MARK) 
VF 

270 

1858 

XF 

271 

1858-0 

VG 

272 

1859 

F 

273 

1859-0 

XF 

274 

1858-3 

MED. MM F 

275 

1860 

XF 

276 

1861 

VF 

277 

1862 

VF 

278 

1860-0 

UNC 

279 

1860-S 

(MED. MM) XF 

280 

1861-0 

UNC 

281 

1861-S 

(MED. MM) UNC 

282 

1866-8 

(NO MOTTO) F 

283 

1868 

PROOF (MIS-HANDLED) 

284 

1870 

XF 


HALVES (Continued) 


285 

1871-CC 

UNC (ROUGH AREAS) 

286 

1872 -S 

(MED. MM) UNC 

287 

1872-CC 

VF 

288 

1873 

(NO ARROWS) VF 

289 

1873 

(ARROWS) F 

290 

1873 -S 

(ARROWS) VF 

291 

1885 

PROOF 

292 

1886 

FULL DATE ABOUT 



GOOD 

293 

1887 

PROOF 

294 

1876 

XF 


Herbert A. Silberman 
174 Maplewood Avenue 
Maplewood, New Jersey 
07040 


SWAPS & SALES (Continued) 


WANTED: All R6 to NC large cents and all CC items. 

Contact Dane B. NieUen, 5223 Harmony Avenue, Apt. 4, North Hollywood, California 

91601 


It:********:!:*** 

FOR SALE - 1841 cent, Newcomb 7, early die state without obverse crack. Sold to 
me as Uncirculated; and it probably is, but not quite fully struck up (see story else- 
where in this issue.... .this is the piece described in third paragraph). Call it AU55 
if you like. Price $50. 

Charles E. Funk, jr. , P. O. Box 56, East Granby, Connecticut 06026 

************* 


FOR SALE 

: Lawrence A. 

, Nilson, P.O. Box 205, 

Yorktown Heights, New York 10598 

1796 

S-83 

Obv. - 

4, Rev. 3 Slightly rough 

$20. 

1802 

S-227 

VG7 


10^ 

1802 

s-235 

VG7 


13.50 

1802 

S-239 

VG10 


15. 

1803 

S-243 

Barely makes 4. Stem less 

7.50 

1813 

S-293 

VG10 


23. 

1817 

N-14 

VF30 


15. 

1818 

N-3A 

VF35 


13. 

1818 

N-8B 

XF45 


23. 

1833 

N-2A 

VF35 


15. 

1834 

N-1B 

VF35 


17.50 

1834 

N-2 1/2B 

VF20 

15. 

1837 

N-13 

VF30 


10. 

1838 

N-41 

VF30 


10. 

1839 

N-5 

VF30 


20. 

1840 

N-1B 

VF20 


11. 

1843 

N-13 

F-15 

Obv. 42, Rev. 44 

21. 


I need semi-key and key Mercuries, early types of foreign material. Please 
write, telling me what you have and your best price. 

************* 

CENTS FOR SALE - Satisfaction guaranteed. Many coins from last ad still 
available. A few new ones: 


1796 

S-110 

AU50 Small planchet defect (2 cracks 3 mm. long), 
perfect color and surfaces $550. 

1797 

S-138 

XF40 sharpness, few nicks, nice coin 

55. 

1800 

S-196 

AG3 

3. 

1802 

S-228 

G8 

9. 

1803 

S-255 

VF7 

7. 

1803 

S-265 

G/AG-G 

20. 

1827 

N-61 

VG10 

4. 

1829 

N-5 

G5 S.L. 

3.50 

1830 

N-6 

VG, few obv. scr. S.L. 

7. 

1830 

N-6 

G-VG S.L. 

12. 


Any EAC members living in or visiting the Boston area are invited to drop in and say 
hello. Old Cent Whist, anyone? 

Denis Loring, 259 Summer Street, Somerville, Massachusetts 02143 


************* 


WANTED: Am interested in purchasing an 1842 large cent in MS65 or 70. I have 

some duplicates for sale, including MS specimens ranging from 1817 to 1856 
and many specimens pre-1818 which grade VF25 or better. 

Contact W. M. Sims, P. O. Box 12175, Richmond, Virginia 23219 

************* 


> 


*********** 


*** BUYING 


COUNTERSTAMPED 


U.S. LARGE 


CENTS ************* 


Send unwanted c/s U.S. Lg £ — invoiced, insured — for offer. Both 
Sheldon and Newcomb items ; also oddities. Held seven days pending 
agreement. Postage refunded on buys. Slowest check in U.S. Free 
attributions, you pay ret. post. & ins. 


**** ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261, MIAMI, FLA. 33138.. EAC #155, ANA, ANS **** 


************** 




EARLY AMERPBAN 

1109 E. Colorii&i Drive 
Orlando, Fta., 32803-. a ,,_ 






Eric P Nem^n Numismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecil Avenue 
St, Louis , Mo. 



4 



